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‘Encounter the Risen Lord,
hear his voice, feel his presence’

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

As we are all set to celebrate the Resurrection of our
Lord Jesus Christ, we are reminded of the profound
impact of this event on our lives. Easter is a time of
renewal, hope and joy, and it is a privilege to share
this message with you today. The Resurrection of
Jesus is the cornerstone of our faith. It is the ultimate
expression of God's love for us and source of our
hope for eternal life. As St. Paul writes, "If Christ has
not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is
your faith" (1 Corinthians 15:14). But Christ has
been raised, and this changes everything. It means
that sin and death no longer have the final say. It
means that we have been given a new lease of life, a
life that is filled with purpose, meaning and
direction.

As we celebrate Easter, we are invited to reflect on
our own lives and ask ourselves: What does the
Resurrection of Jesus mean for me? How can [ allow
the power of the Resurrection transform my life?
One way to answer these questions is to look at the
lives of the disciples. Before the Resurrection they
were filled with fear, doubt and uncertainty, but after
the Resurrection they were filled with courage,
confidence and joy. What made the difference? It
was the encounter with the Risen Lord. It was the
experience of seeing Jesus alive, of hearing his voice
and feeling his presence.



This is what we are invited to experience today. We are invited to encounter the Risen Lord, to hear his voice
and feel his presence. We are invited to allow the power of the Resurrection transform our lives. So let us
celebrate Easter with joy, hope and gratitude. Let us allow the Resurrection of Jesus fill our hearts with love,

our minds with peace and our lives with purpose.

Fr. Ronald Fernandes CSC
Parish Priest

O epfmRiA, 3myoT Jafa AFgde® MR,
U] HATHTG] Sildd SaurT Fard H ARG
IR AFTERET & et 8d 318, AT JeoPiR
Ao 3ureaer ot aresf fefean, wfaa shwdt mifé,
O U ga-dg Je 9 3iAAed g Ht A4
MR AMA e, A 3P GRYAM 30
TEPRIHS eI 3t IMSUvaTd Had et 3718, H
BRAT AfAcT JE 37101 I e BRI detb3R
IR AHAT 310 HicaTeT 1 631 371
ST SENEIETS! Aaase! B IR SIS el
HTSITER Sdco! fa R 1o+ 3Te.

I HHeAE A TEPIS oS Feenidd od
god e gfafsd 300 9 38, e 319-
3T9eT TR HYUT ITHIOT THGRITAT JHTH U Blacs
31E. ATHS HATIUT U UG e S HATaId, 5 UbHbi
BIB1 Hd. 30T HeT TS AP feosed Tdd
U311 HHATRIET GIebiuid ATqUT digrad 3MTald glre Hel
AT HATE. 31905 -1 3uTel ST9uTR A8 AT 3maor
Bldsi Bde! 3 . & 3V S AAST Digfad
SeMAT Higd TS

T TG Al AT AT Sl 8T e Al ay Hs
B, Rl FASTUT U A 37101 U e ArgaRiiad
Rfgeraes H w1 Faid AAYRIA YR AT T
Fai-t A@T G5 9w 300 3mfiafe snefere nfor
AT Bl YSlhs Bld. Jrel Fail ddael I
HISAT Al ARy fEawidd! vh ST e,
R AASTUT HISATR UH Rl & Ho3l JHST HTg. 3fid
geH FeRT M0 IHaTes Hal JHEI 38 6, Fd
HANGIGR HId R A0 Hl GS LHITH Ueh TR P
SHIUATA J2RAT ST AT,

W1, IGS BAITSH CSC

" YHE

A Big Thank You, Dear Parishioners

I take this opportunity to sincerely thank all those
who keep life in our parish going. A big thanks to the
Parish Council members, led by Mr Charlie D'silva,
the vice-president; Mrs Martina, secretary, and our
committed council members and animators.
Your untiring efforts and collaboration in all our
efforts has helped the parish reach great heights.

I also put on record the support and encouragement
of the Finance Committee members and St Louis
Community Welfare Association. The trust and faith
you placed in me to carry out the tasks entrusted to
my care is unparalleled.

St Louis parish is vibrant and known well in the
diocese because of the active participation of all the
cells and associations; everyone has chipped in with
their might in filling the entire parish community
with life and love. This has made us a loving family,
caring for each other. Every penny you have
contributed towards the Welfare Fund has helped in
making sure that we all grow together while reaching
out to the less-privileged. We made sure that none of
our brothers and sisters go to bed hungry. This is the
beauty of the family bond we cherish.

I also place on record my gratitude to all of you for
being with me in heart and mind while I celebrated
the Silver Jubilee of my ordination in January.
The love and blessing you all bestowed on me was
just amazing and beyond my imagination.
The trouble you all took has become one of the most
memorable days in my life. You all made me feel that
I am truly loved. The meticulous arrangements and
celebration made me feel that we have overcome all
differences in making St Louis parish a true family.

As we celebrate the feast of the Risen Lord, may you
experience the joy, hope and peace that only He can
give. May the miracle of Easter bring you renewed
faith, hope and endless possibilities.

Fr. Ronald Fernandes CSC
Parish Priest
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Holy Week 2025 Schedule

PALM SUNDAY | 13th April 2025
7:45 AM Blessing of the Palms
8.00 AM Mass in Marathi followed by singing
of Veronica in Marathi
9.30 AM Mass in English followed by singing
of Veronicain English
4.00 PM Confession & Mass for sick and
homebound
6.00 PM Mass in English

MAUNDY THURSDAY | 17th April 2025
7:00 PM Service of the Last Supper followed
by Adoration

GOOD FRIDAY | 18th April 2025

7:30 AM Way of the Cross in Konkani

8:30 AM Way of the Cross in Marathi

9:30 AM Live Way of the Cross by the Youth
in English

5:45 PM Divine Mercy Novena

6:00 PM Good Friday Service

HOLY SATURDAY | 19th April 2025
8.30 AM Praying with the Mother of Sorrows
9:00 PM Easter Vigil Service

EASTER SUNDAY | 20th April 2025
8:00 AM Mass in Marathi
9:30 AM Mass in English
(No Mass in the Evening)

HE IS RISEN

The Parish team wishes parishioners and
well-wishers a Happy Easter.
May the Risen Lord bring you new hope,
joy and peace.
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St. Louis Church Digiial

Website: stlouischurchdahisar.in
Email: stlouisdsr@gmail.com
Instagram: st.louispyg

YouTube: St Louis Church Dahisar
Facebook: St. Louis Church, Dahisar
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Parish Vision

Breaking the Word of God in our Families
and sharing bread with the needy
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The Louisian Samachar Editorial Team
wishes you all a Happy Easter.

Caveat: The articles in the Louisian Samachar are the
opinions of the writers. They do not necessarily reflect the
thoughts of St. Louis Church or the Catholic Church. Please
verify the claims made by the advertisements placed here.
The Church and St. Louis Church shall not be held
responsible shall any issues arise. However, we do
encourage you to patronise the businesses of our
advertisers. ‘Louisian Samachar’ is published by St. Louis
Church, Dahisar and has no commercial value and is
privately circulated.

Sector-wise Easter Blessing Masses
begin on Monday, 21st April 2025.
Get in touch with your animator for the
schedule of the
Sector-wise Easter Blessing Mass.




December 2024 - March 2025

DECEMBER

Recollection: A recollection for 'Extra Ordinary
Ministers of Holy Communion' was organised by the
Archdiocese of Bombay on December 14. It was led
by Fr. Savio De Sales, who enlightened all with
inspiring insights and an enriching PowerPoint
presentation on the 'The Eucharist'.

SVP Christmas celebration: On December 23 the
SVP members distributed hampers by way of cash
and abar of cake to 41 adopted families.

Star competition: The Christmas stars, prepared by
the sectors on the theme 'Let me be a Star to brighten
the world"' were judged on December 23. The first
prize was bagged by St. Joseph sector, followed by
OLPS sector and Our Lady of Fatima.

Crib competition: Our parish once again placed
first in the Borivali Deanery competition.

Senior Citizens' Christmas party: Around 22
seniors of the parish had an enjoyable evening with
games and dinner on December 28.

JANUARY

Feast of St. Andre Bessette: Novena masses were
conducted on January 3, 4, 5 in Marathi and English.
On January 5 and 6 the parish fathers anointed
the faithful with blessed St Joseph oil. Brother Andre
would tell the sick who came to him to rub this oil
on their aching bodies and pray to Saint Joseph
forrelief.

Silver Jubilee: Fr. Ronald Fernandis celebrated the
Silver Jubilee of his Sacerdotal Ordination on
January 11. The celebration was enhanced by the
presence of priests, religious, relatives, friends and
parishioners. It began with solemn mass, followed
by a cultural programme and an agape.

Mass for students of X, XII and graduation:
A special mass was celebrated on January 12 for
students appearing for their board and graduation
examinations.

First Holy Communion: 24 children from our
parish received the Sacrament of Holy Eucharist at
the 10.15 am mass on January 19.

Republic Day: Parishioners joined the students of
St. Louis school for flag hoisting on January 26.
Singing competition: The Dahisar-Borivali East
Indian Association organised a singing competition
on January 26. East Indian singers from all over
Mumbai and Thane participated.

Picnic: Fr Praveen joined senior citizens on a picnic
to Sana Resort, Madh Island, on January 27.

FEBRUARY

Visit to Shanti Bhavan: St Vincent de Paul Society
members visited Shanti Bhavan, an old age home at
Kalyan, on February 1. They sponsored food for the
inmates and made a donation to the home.

Picnic: Members of the Extra Ordinary Ministers of
Holy Communion went for a day's picnic along with
Fr. Ronnie to Ferreira Resort, Gorai, on February 3.
Programme for Extra Ordinary Ministers of
Holy Communion: As part of the Jubilee Year
celebrations, the Archdiocese of Bombay, organised
a programme for the sick and homebound on
February 26 at the Basilica of Our Lady of the
Mount, Bandra. A healing prayer service and
anointing of the sick was followed by the Holy
Eucharist. Eucharist Ministers of our parish attended
the programme.

MARCH

Women's Day: The women's cell organised a
programme for parishioners, which included games
and dinner on March 2.

Confirmation: 29 of our youth were sealed with the
gift of the Holy Spirit by Bishop Dominic Savio at
the 10.15 am mass on March 9.

Visit to Shanti Dhan: The SVP visited Shanti Dhan,
a home for destitute, run by 'Brothers of the
Missionary of Charity', Gorai, on March 11.
They made a donation to the home.

Sunday School Annual Day: The Sunday School
children put up a cultural programme, which
included skits and dance, on March 16.

Lenten Mission: The Lenten Mission was held in
Marathi, English and Konkani on March 23, 30 and
April 6 respectively. Fr. Nitin D'Souza conducted the
Marathi mission, while Fr. Bineesh Macias led the
one in English and Fr. Preetham Menezes, in
Konkani.

Sodality Mission: On March 24, the sodality
members conducted the Way of the Cross at St.
Bonaventure Church, Madh Island. They also
visited the Prem Sadan and Sneha Sadan
orphanages.

Marathi singing competition: Talent of high
calibre was witnessed by singers from all over
Mumbai, who gathered at Our Lady of Nazareth
church, Bhayander, on March 30. Our Marathi choir,
led by Mr. Charlie D'Silva, made us proud by
deservedly securing first place.

Compiled by Cheryl Rego
St. Peter's Community
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Mrs. Ethel
George Correa,
from Our Lady
of Lourdes
Community,
aged 96 is one
of the oldest
members of our
Parish.

Rev. Fr. Nibin C.
and Councillor
Pascal spent
some time with
her during

" house
blessings.
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TINY PARTIES OR LAVISH WEDDINGS..... WE CATER TO THEM ALL!

» Contact Us for Bookings

» Venue of your choice

Shop no. 1, Sai Complex, Off Link Road,

IC Colony Extension, Mumbai 400068
www.expresscaterers.com | Email: theexpresscaterers@gmail.com
Tel: 022 28949812 [ 28932497
Cell: 9820124036 / 9769646910

r. Teena Miranda
"Maker of Smiles"
TRUST DENTAL CLINIC
K. K. Madical Centre
Opp Majestic hotel
Kanderpada
Dahisar West
Mumbai - 400068
Timings: 10 to 12pm

06:30 to D9pm
Mob: 9769630939
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Rosy Rudolf D'Silva
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Love & Warmth at Sneha Sagar Ashram

On March 23, 2025, families from St. Francis
Xavier Sector, had the privilege of visiting Sneha
Sagar Ashram, an orphanage for destitute
children in Marve, Malad West. The ashram i1s
home to over 23 children, including orphans,
those from broken homes and children with
disabilities. Yet, despite their circumstances,
they live together as one family.

The warmth and love with which they welcomed
us felt as if we were their own. During our visit,
we taught them devotional songs with dance,
played games, spoke with them, and shared
moments of joy. Some of our members offered
chocolates and words of encouragement, while
we also provided lunch for them. Additionally,
we made a generous donation to the sisters who
tirelessly care for these children.

Arriving at 11 AM, we spent quality time with
them. Watching them gather together and sing,
we admired the dedicated efforts of the sisters in
providing them a loving environment. The sisters
expressed deep gratitude for our support, and we,
in turn, were touched by the joy and resilience of
the children.

It was truly heart-warming to see such young
children being raised with strong values and
much love. The experience was deeply moving
and made us more grateful for all that we have.

Esther Michael Antony
Councillor, St. Francis Xavier Sector

Comforting the Senior Citizens

A Konkani Association Report
Members of the Konkani association visited
Sneha Sagar Aged Home in Mira Road on
Saturday, March 29. The facility, run by the
Religious Sisters, looks after 10 female senior
citizens. They take care of their spiritual and
medical needs. These residents were eager to talk
to us and share their sad stories. Listening to their
plight was very painful, as some of them,
mothers of many children, come from well-to-do
families.

They enquired about our families as we sat down
and shared a meal with them. It was joy for all of
us to be with them. They were touched by our
presence and felt as if they were at home with
their loved ones. The visit was memorable.

It made us realise the value of community and
family.

Juliana D' Souza
Konkani Association
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Sunday School Report

Faith Formation — Deepening Spiritual
Understanding

Our students took part in special faith formation
programs, connecting with children from other
parishes and deepening their relationship with
Christ. These sessions sparked curiosity, fostered
meaningful discussions, and strengthened their
beliefin the power of prayer.

7th & 8th Grade (16th Feb) — Topic: Psalms (Sophia
School)

5th & 6th Grade — Topic: Adoration

Annual Day —March 16

There was a crowd of 250-plus. Students enthralled
the gathering with dance and song. Students were
also awarded for their yearly performances.

First Holy Communion & Confirmation

19th January: 24 students received communion

9th March 24 students received confirmation

Sherin Fernandes



YOUTH ACTIVITIES DECEMBER 2024 TO MARCH 2025

Newspaper Drive (7th & 8th Dec): The youth conducted a Newspaper Drive within the parish community
on 7th & 8th December, as a fund-raising activity. The drive was a resonant success, thanks to the
participation and support from all parishioners.

Christmas Cake Draw: A Christmas lucky draw was organized by the youth, with tickets being sold on all 4
weekends of Advent, and 5 lucky winners were announced during the Christmas midnight mass on
24th December.

Star & Crib Competition: Our parish crib, prepared by the youth under the able guidance of Fr Nibin,
Fr Praveen and Br James, won 1st place in the Shiv Sena (UBT) Star and Crib competition. The parish star,
prepared by St Francis Xavier sector, won 1st place in the Borivali Deanery Star & Crib competition.

Orphanage Visit (29th Dec): The youth brought joy and laughter to
the children at Sneha Sagar Ashram in Malad with lively games,
heartfelt songs, and energetic dance. Their visit, filled with love and
compassion, was made even more meaningful by the generous
donations that touched many lives.

Holy Cross Seminary Visit (31st Jan - 1st Feb): 25 of our
youth visited the Holy Cross Seminary at Ramwadi, Pune to
spend time with the scholastics in prayer, fellowship and
learning. They also had a campus tour of the Jnanadeep Institute
of Philosophy & Theology.

Testament: The Story of Moses (Series Screening) - The parish youth conducted a screening of the series
Testament: The Story of Moses, a 3-episode series on the life of Moses, on 17th and 31st March and 1st April

in the stilt area for all parishioners. Andrea Sebastian

Youth President

Women's Cell Inspires, Empowers

The women's cell at St. Louis Church, Dahisar,
is a driving force in community service. It
focuses on uplifting women and fostering
compassion. Key achievements:

Promoting entrepreneurship: The women's
cell organizes stalls, providing women a
platform to showcase their entrepreneurial
skills and foster togetherness.

Creating a welcoming atmosphere: Its
members enhance the church environment
through thoughtful decoration, making it
inviting for worship and community
gatherings.

Empowerment: The Women's Day program
celebrated women's strength and unity,
inspiring solidarity and empowerment.
Supporting women in need: Offering
practical assistance, the cell provides
emotional support and guidance to women

facing challenges.

Compassionate outreach: Actively collecting and distributing
groceries, the cell ensures no one is abandoned during hardships.
Promoting government schemes: The cell helps women access
government benefits, like 'Laadki Bahin Yojand', furthering
empowerment and growth.

Its efforts continue to inspire, empower and create a lasting impact

on the community. Bertina Ki
ertina Kinny
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Walking with Christ: Pilgrimage to Karjat

Our journey to Karjat began with these powerful words
from the Gospel, and set the tone for what would be a
deeply moving spiritual pilgrimage. It was more
than just a trip: a path of faith that united people of all
ages in prayer, reflection and shared purpose.

The day began with a prayer at the Navagaon Cross,
where we gathered, inviting God's presence into our
hearts as we prepared for the journey ahead. With
blessing from Fr Ronald, our Parish Priest, we boarded
the bus, knowing that each moment on the pilgrimage
would bring us closer to Christ through the Way of the
Cross.

We reached Don Bosco Yuva Sanstha, where the sacred
journey of the Way of the Cross began. After breakfast,
we gathered in reflection as a priest of the Don Bosco
community shared a profound message. He invited us
to open our hearts to the lessons of the 14 stations,
encouraging us to allow them to inspire true
transformation in our lives.

“To truly reach the 15th station,” he said, “we must
reflect on the lessons from the 14 stations and use them
to transform our lives spiritually.”

With that, our journey into the depths of our faith
began. We walked, prayed and reflected as a
community, each member carrying their own cross --
both in reality and spirit. Some carried a cross, others
nails and thorns. Together we created a sacred
atmosphere, embodying the struggle and sacrifice of
Christ. The silence of the journey was marked only by
the prayers we recited, each step bringing us closer to
the 15th station.

As we reached the final station, our Parish Priest
offered a powerful concluding prayer. The moment
was solemn yet filled with a profound sense of peace.
All of us were moved by the experience; we felt God's
spirit surround us.

The mass, at the end, was celebrated by Fr Ronald, with
active participation of OLPS sector members. After the
service we gathered for supper, prepared lovingly by
the Don Bosco community. We left Karjat not as we
arrived, but as transformed individuals.

This pilgrimage was not just a trip, but living testimony
to the power of faith, prayer and the spirit of
togetherness. May the memories of this sacred journey
continue to inspire and touch the lives of all who took

partinit. Vailantan A. Fernandes

OLPS Community Navagaon

Life's Coincidences

No matter how beautiful and handsome you are, just
remember baboons and gorillas attract tourists.

Stop boasting: No matter how big and strong you are,
you will not carry yourself'to the grave.

Be Humble: No matter how tall you are, you can never
see tomorrow.

Be patient: No matter how light-skinned you are, you
will always need light in darkness.

Take caution: No matter how rich you are, and how
many cars you have, you will always walk to bed.

Be contented: Life is short; take it easy.

Have you taken note of the co-incidences in life?
Knowledge has 9 letters and so does Ignorance. Enemies
has 7 letters and so does friends. Anger has 5 and so does
happy. Are they all coincidences? We should choose
wisely.

This means life is a double-edged sword. If you think it is
your alarm clock that woke you up this morning, No! It is
the grace of the great architect of the Universe. In life,
whatever you want will never come easily. So, learning is
aladder of process.

Freddy Miranda, St. Louis Community
(Sourced from the Internet)



Konkans to the Fore

St Louis Parish has a vibrant Catholic
community, with a delightful amalgamation of
various languages and cultures. While being part
of Immaculate Conception parish, Borivili, the
East Indian Community in Dahisar West laid the
foundation for the parish we have today by
starting the Marathi mass at Nicholas Wadi on
August 15, 1972. Thereafter, various families
from south Mumbai, other parts of Maharashtra
and the country have come in and become part of
St Louis church. Among them is the Konkani-
speaking community.

These brethren are in the parish since its
inception, but a Konkani cell only came into
existence in 2005, after the celebration of
'Monthi festh', the Nativity of our Blessed
Mother Mary on September 8. With Mother
Mary's blessings it flourished and today we have
around 500 Konkani-speaking families at St
Louis. Since July 6, 2008, after the new church
building was completed, we have regular
Konkani masses on Sundays.

Currently, the community is involved in all
parish activities -- religious, social and cultural.
Emphasis is given to the Sunday liturgy.

A summary of the cell's activities:

- The Konkani Mission not only draws St Louis
parishioners but also those from other parishes,
especially Immaculate Conception.

- On the occasion of Monti Fest (Harvest festival
or 'Day of New Rice'), besides the Konkani mass
and a floral offering to mother Mary, we have
cultural activities and the traditional
Mangalorean meal, Noven Jevan'.

- Reaching out to the needy and less fortunate of
society. Yearly visits to old age homes and
orphanages keep the members anchored in
reality to practice gospel values. The cell also
provides educational aid to poor children by way
of'yearly scholarships.

- The Christmas get-together and annual picnic
helps strengthen bonds and understand each
other better.

In sum, the Konkani community strives to ensure
that the parish vision of 'Breaking the word of
God in our families and sharing the bread with
the needy' is translated into action.

A big thanks to the parish clergy, especially the
Konkani-speaking fathers for their unceasing
support. Long live Konkani cell.

Juliana D'Souza

Where Love and Hope Abide

The holy season of Lent is a time of reflection,
sacrifice and alms-giving. It is not just about
abstaining from luxuries, but touching lives and
making a difference, even in small ways.

As part of our Lenten observance, the youth of
Mother Theresa community, led by our sector
councillor Mrs Leonara D'lima, organised a visit
to Sneha Sagar orphanage, in Malad, on the
16th of March. We were accompanied by
Fr. Ronald, our parish priest. The sisters and
children welcomed us with bright smiles and
curious eyes. We had breakfast with the children
before spending wonderful time playing games,
organised by our youth members, Adrain, Ryan,
Rachel, Samara, Selika, Rhea and Zoe.

The children danced to their favourite songs and
some of them freely engaged in conversation.
One even slept on the shoulder of a youth
member. It was heartening to see them bond and
connect so well.

Fr Ronald concluded the visit with a prayer for
good health and wellbeing of the children, and
appreciation to the sisters for their tireless
service. We hope to continue such initiatives and
ensure that love, care and hope reaches to those in
need.

Kenessa Pereira, Mother Teresa Community




Resisting Sin and Staying Happy

Life has many challenges and temptations. Humans aren't created to be perfect. So how does one deal
with what is right and wrong and resist sin? The answer is simple: Put your faith in the Lord and avoid
temptation.

During the season of Lent, we abstain from not just food but also sin. This does not imply that we can
sin after the period of fast and abstinence. We must strive to prove our loyalty, not just to society but to
the Lord.

Our God 1s a merciful one, but we should not take advantage of His compassion. We often go the
wrong way and then seek forgiveness. It is normal to behave this way because the Lord has provided
us with emotions, but it is our choice as to how we react. To sin is normal but repeating any wrong-
doing is not. There's a fine line of trust between us and the Lord. We must recognize God's love for us
by acts of service, compassion and a life dedicated to His teachings.

Jesus, in the Gospel of Matthew, says the greatest commandment is to love God with all your heart,

soul and mind, and love your neighbour as yourself. To stay happy, we must keep that in mind, repent
sincerely and ask for God's forgiveness.

Caitlyn Menezes

Mother Teresa Community

F:Lrst Holy Communion Batch of 2025




Business Loans
Great Business Opportunity

attractive
interest rate

8.50%..

onwards for business use

Model Cooperative Bank row offers business loans at atiractive intreset rates starting at just B.50% pua,
Easy to abtain lcans with minimal procedures help buinesses ensure growth.,

Contact your nearest branch for details and they will visit your unit

* Terms and condirions apply
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He is not here; he has risen!
Luke 24:6

ALL OF US AT CITIZENCREDIT WISH YOU A

Happy Easter

Toll Free No.
1800 123 0209

_( CITIZENCREDIT

%= CO-OPERATIVE BANK LTD
www.citizencreditbank.com \“-—' -
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