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St. Louis Pray for us

Decoding Christmas
Fr. Bijumon Thomas CSC

Once again, it's Christmas, the season filled with hope,
joy, faith and love. Christmas fills our hearts with
anticipation. For some, it's a time to celebrate
with festivities, including colourful decorations,
shopping and outings. For others, it's a season of deeper
spiritual preparation, a time for repentance
and drawing closer to God. Yet, for some, it may feel
like just another day of the year.

In this context, Christmas holds special significance for
each of us at St. Louis Parish. How we perceive
Christmas has a profound impact on our personal,
parish and family lives. The evangelists described the
birth of Christ in a dramatic way: darkness enveloped
the world, and then a light shone. The good news was
announced to the shepherds, a multitude of heavenly
hosts praised God and the wise men from the East
followed the star in search of the King of the Jews
to pay him homage. On the other hand, King Herod and
his followers sought to kill the newborn, leading to the
tragic loss of many innocent lives. For some, it was
a moment of hope, joy, and adoration; for others,
1t was amoment of bewilderment, fear, and unbelief.

As believers, what do we see in Christmas, if not the
"littleness" of God - a scandalous truth? It is Baby
Jesus, truly God and truly man, coming to us as one of
us. The Creator of heaven and earth, who embraces the
cosmos, is held in the hands of human beings.
The one who placed the sun now needs the warmth of
the manger; tenderness incarnate must be coddled.
The infinite and unconditional love of God is contained
in a tiny heart that beats softly. The omniscient and
omnipotent God is a homeless infant. The Bread of Life
needs to be nurtured.

Christmas turns everything upside down - God enters
the world in littleness. This paradox challenges us to
ask ourselves: can we accept God's way of doing

things? He reveals Himself in the ordinariness of
life, yet we often fail to recognize Him.

Therefore, as Christians, we should ask Jesus for the
“grace of littleness” this Christmas. As Pope Francis
expressed in one of his Christmas vigil homilies:
"Lord, teach us to love littleness. Help us to
understand that littleness is the way to authentic
greatness."
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Christ the Universal King

Our Parishioners came in large numbers to adore Christ the Universal King on
24th November 2024. We spent the day with our Lord through Holy Hour, Adoration, Prayer,
Preaching and Benediction.




December Delights

In the blink of an eye, we will see the end
of 2024 and welcome the new year.
December has three important events.
The first was the feast of St. Francis
Xavier, the patron saint of Goa.
His followers made a beeline to the
coastal state for the exposition of his
mortal remains.

Then followed the feast of the
Immaculate Conception of Mary.
We have a girls' school with the name
nearby and our neighbouring IC Parish
celebrated the occasion with pomp.

Lastly, and the most important,
is Christmas, the birth of our Lord, Jesus
Christ. Preparations are on to welcome
the Master. Streets and homes are being
lit up and decorated, and cribs are

getting ready in our homes. Children
can't just hold back their ecstasy as
they wait for Santa Claus to deliver the
gifts they want.

It's also an important occasion for the
Society of Vincent de Paul, which
reaches out to the poor and needy.

The excitement continues till the feast
of the Epiphany. So, here's wishing all of
you a Merry Christmas.

Freddy Miranda
St. Louis Community




- AUGUST TO
NOVEMBER 2024

AUGUST

Vianney Sunday: The feast of St. John Marie
Vianney, patron of priests, was celebrated at all
masses on August 11. Parishioners expressed
appreciation and affection to the parish fathers, who
were later presented with bouquets.

Sunday School Teachers' Recollection: As many as
eight teachers from our parish attended the
recollection at the deanery level on the topic 'Prayer’,
onAugust 11.

Independence Day: Parishioners, along with the
staff and students of St. Louis School, joined in the
flag hoisting ceremony.

East Indian Dhamaka: The East Indian community
came together for the Stanik Kristi Samaj's
celebrations on August 15. A special thanksgiving
mass was followed by a cultural program and
community lunch.

Deanery Faith Formation: As many as 20 Sunday
School students from Class 5 and 6 participated in the
deanery faith formation session on August 18.

St. Louis Feast: The novena to our patron, St. Louis,
was held in Marathi and English from August 17 to
24. Preachers from other parishes enlightened
parishioners with their homilies. Stalls, offering
delicious snacks, were put up by the sectors. The feast
masses on August 25 were at 8 am in Marathi and 9.30
in English.

SEPTEMBER

Feast of the Nativity of Our Lady: The novena was held
in Marathi and English from August 30 to September 7.
The 7 pm mass was animated by the Sunday School
children. They offered love offerings, which were later
handed over to orphanages and old age homes.

Nativity Stalls: From August 30 to September 7
the youth set up vibrant stalls and conducted interesting
games each day.

Monthi Fest: This was celebrated on September 15,
with a special mass, followed by a cultural program in
Konkani and traditional lunch.

Teachers' Day: A get-together was organized for
catechists on September 22 by the Sunday School
children.

Outreach Program: More than 100 Sunday School
children visited different orphanages and old age homes
on September 29. They handed out the love offerings that
were collected during the Nativity novenas.
Recollection-cum-celebration: The SVP members
organized a recollection-cum-celebration on the feast
of St. Vincent de Paul for the adopted families on
September 29.

OCTOBER

The Rosary: The rosary was conducted daily in Marathi,
Konkani and English in the church in October. The statue
of Our Lady also journeyed to the sector families and the
rosary was prayed in homes.

Animators Training: A training program for animators
and coordinators was organized on October 2.

Deanery Youth Day: Our parish youth had
an unforgettable time at the Deanery Youth Day on
October 10 at I C parish, where they built bonds,
shared smiles and grew together in Christ.

Recollection: On October 12, 96 SVP members from
11 conferences of the north-east area attended
the recollection service on the topic 'Selfless service to
the poor and needy with responsibility in humility and
inunity with each other'.

Rosary Rally: Conducted on October 13, more than
150 Sunday School children attended the event.
Fun games and activities were conducted. There was a
special talk on 'The importance of rosary in our homes'.
The program ended with delicious lunch.

NOVEMBER

Louisian Sports meet: A four-day sports showdown was
conducted for parishioners. As many as 13 sectors
competed in indoor and outdoor games, organized by the
parish youth.

Feast of Christ the King: On November 24, Holy Hour
was conducted in Konkani, Marathi and English. At 5 pm
parishioners joined in procession with the Blessed
Sacrament around the church premises. It was followed
by homily and benediction.

Compiled by Cheryl Rego
St. Peter Community, Dahisar East

fst prize winners of Throwball - St, Louis Community



St.

Christmas Services Schedule

Sector-Wise Star Competition
21st December 2024 (Saturday) at 7:30 pm

Christmas Services
24th December 2024 (Tuesday)
9:30 pm Carol Singing
10 pm Solemn Mass
25th December 2024 (Wednesday)

8 am Mass in Marathi

9:30 am Mass in English

(No Mass in the Evening)

New Year Services:
31st December 2024 (Tuesday)
9:30 pm Adoration
10 pm Solemn Mass
01st January 2025 (Wednesday)
8 am Mass in Marathi
9:30 am Mass in English
(No Mass in the Evening)

Novena in Honour of St. André Bessette
2nd, 3rd & 4th January 2025 (Thu, Fri, Sat)
Feast of St. André Bessette CSC
5th January 2025

Clveisimae Yishes
feem the
Dok Team

May the miracle of Christmas
inspire faith, bring hope, and fill
you with the love of Christ.
May His blessings be with you and
your family this Christmas and
into the New Year 2025.

ATdTe T 8T THEPIR YU i
fa=ary, smam enfor Rawarear vw=
Y=, ATdT16s AT A1 9 2025
A TRTGT ST JHT HeaTaT
3mzftate 24t 8t Afe=st g urdH.

Parish Vision

Breaking the Word of God in our Families
and sharing bread with the needy.
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§t. Louis Digital
Website: stlouischurchdahisar.in
Email: stlouisdsr@gmail.com
Instagram: st.louispyg
Youtube: St Louis Church Dahisar
Facebook: St. Louis Church, Dahisar

Caveat: The articles in the Louisian Samachar are the opinions of the writers.
They do not necessarily reflect the thoughts of St. Louis Church or the Catholic
Church. Please verify the claims made by the advertisements placed here. The
Church and St. Louis Church shall not be held responsible, shall any issues
arise. However, we do encourage you to patronise the business of our
advertisers. ‘Louisian Samachar’ is published by St. Louis Church, Dahisar
has no commercial value and is privately circulated.

St. Louis Church Records

Baptised in Christ
Bryan Carvalho
KRylan Cordeiro

Maeve Fleur Lobo
Fiona Fernandis

Married in Christ
Satish Rane & Mary D'cruz
Sherwin James Pinto & Wynalia Sequeira
Vivek Henriques & Erica Clarette D'Souza
Jude Pereira & Sweeta Macwan

Resting in Christ
Benito Thomas Fernandes
Francis David Mendes
Olly Chandrakant Patel
Alexander D'Silva
Wavell Inas D'Cruz
Jacob D'Costa
William Rodrigues
Elizabeth D'Souza
Fiona Maria Stella Fernandes
Joseph Tolentine D'Souza
Sebastian Jerome D'Silva
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Goencho Saib - St. Francis Xavier

St. Francis Xavier (1506-1552), whose
real name was Francisco de Jasso y
Azpilicueta, was a Spanish Catholic
priest and one of the founders of the
Society of Jesus (Jesuits). Born in
Navarre, Spain, he studied at the
University of Paris, where he met St.
Ignatius of Loyola and became one of his
closest collaborators. Known as one of
history's greatest missionaries, he was
sent by Pope Paul IIl to spread
Christianity in Asia.

Francis Xavier began his missionary
work in Goa, India, in 1542. Over the
next decade, he traveled to several
countries, including Malaysia,
Indonesia, and Japan, preaching the
Gospel and establishing Christian
communities. His approach emphasized
learning local languages and respecting
native cultures, which helped him
connect deeply with diverse populations.

In Japan, he introduced Christianity and
gained several converts despite
significant challenges. His final mission
aimed to spread Christianity in China,
but he fell ill and died on Shangchuan
Island near the mainland in 1552.

Canonized in 1622, St. Francis Xavier is
venerated as the patron saint of missions
and missionaries. His feast day is
celebrated on December 3. He is
remembered for his courage, humility,
and tireless dedication to spreading the
Christian faith across the world.

The mostly-incorruptible body of the
Saint is now in the Basilica of Bom Jesus
in Goa, where it was placed in a glass
container encased in a silver casket on
2 December 1637. This casket,
constructed by Goan silversmiths
between 1636 and 1637, was an
exemplary blend of Italian and Indian

aesthetic sensibilities. There are
32 silver plates on all four sides of the
casket, depicting different episodes
from the life of our beloved Saint.

Compiled by Cleston D'Costa
from various sources on the Internet

In conformity with the long-standing
practice the Solemn Exposition of the
Sacred Relics of St. Francis Xavier
occurs every ten years.

The 18th Exposition of the Sacred Relics
of the beloved Saint began on
21 November 2024, Thursday, and will
end on 05 January 2025, Sunday.

28 Parishioners of St. Louis Church
along with Fr. Ronald Fernandes and
Fr. Praveen embarked on a pilgrimage
to Old Goa to pay their respect to
St. Francis Xavier. The pilgrims reached
Goa on Monday, the 9th of December
and were back to Mumbai on Thursday,
12th December. May St. Francis Xavier
bless us all.




In Selfless Service
to the Poor and Needy

The St. Vincent de Paul (SVP), St. Louis
Conference is functioning since July
1997. It presently has 25 members and
meets every Thursday, at 7 pm, at
St. Louis church to discuss strategies,
plan activities and report on the weekly
family visits.

The SVP has 21 adopted families, both
Catholic and non-Catholic. Monthly
rations are provided to them. Medical
and educational aid is also given to
needy members and those who approach
the conference. The Parish clergy assists
in the smooth functioning of the
conference.

Every week SVP members visit the
adopted families to enquire about their
well-being and assist them if they are
facing any problems. The visit reports
are discussed in the weekly meetings.

TIFFIN

Tiffins includes :

« Starter P
(kebab, cutlet etc) (
* 3 pc chappati 2

¢ Rice

+ Sabzi/pulses

« Nonveg curry
(chicken/fish)

()
GLORIA TIFFINS

NON VEG '

Only Lunch, Mon-Sat
Delivering from Borivali to
Churchgqte

NON-VEG TIFFIN
VEG TIFFIN ALSO AVAILABLE

Images are actuals shot in our kitchen

The President of the conference attends
the monthly meetings of the Area
council and submits a monthly report of
accounts and activities of the
conference to the Council.

The St. Louis Conference organized a
recollection-cum-celebration of the
feast of St. Vincent de Paul for the
adopted families on 29th September
2024. Mr. Rajeshwar was invited to
address the gathering and give spiritual
insights to the families. The families
then participated in a game of Housie
(Tambola) and the winners were given
cash prizes. This was followed by a
sumptuous lunch for those present,
including SVP members and the Parish
team. 52 members of 17 families
attended the function.

On behalf of the Area Council North-
west-II, we hosted a recollection for the
conferences of the zone on 12th October
2024. 96 members from 11 conferences
of the north-east area attended.
The topic for the recollection was
'Selfless service to the poor and needy
with responsibility, in humility and in
unity with each other'.

The programme began with the
Eucharistic celebration by Fr. Agi T.
Paul, CSC. Fr Agi then preached at the
recollection. Later, 12 members took
the Vincentian pledge. As is our
mission, our Conference continues with
the works of charity as well as regular
visits to the adopted families.

Margaret D'Mello

President, Society of St. Vincent de Paul

St Louis Conference



Together in Prayer in Multi-lingual Rosary

31st October 2024 marked the end of the
month of the Rosary. St Francis Xavier
sector organized a multi-lingual Rosary
with the aim of uniting everyone in prayer,
regardless of their social or linguistic
background.

A warm invitation was extended to
neighbouring St. Joseph's sector,
encouraging all to come together and
honour our Blessed Mother. The idea was
to foster a spirit of inclusion and
togetherness among the diverse language
groups in our community.

Over 50 people joined in this beautiful act
of faith, reciting the Rosary in Hindi,
Marathi, Konkani, Tamil and Malayalam.
We began with a prayerful procession from
Panki Gate, singing hymns in various
languages. Despite the linguistic diversity,
the atmosphere was deeply reverent and
unifying.

The gathering was adorned with lilies,
mogra, garlands and heartfelt offerings of
flowers to our Mother, accompanied by
joyous welcome hymns. The sight of
flowers being showered on Mother Mary
amidst singing of hymns created a
profound sense of unity and devotion.

It was truly a day to remember. This serves

as proof that prayer knows no language
barriers.

Esther Michael Antony

Councillor, St. Francis Xavier Community
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Dr. Teena Miranda

"Maker of Smiles"
TRUST DENTAL CLINIC

K. K. Medical Centre

Opp Majestic hotel

Kanderpada

Dahisar West

Mumbai - 400068

Timings: 10 to 12pm
06:30 to 9pm

Mob: 9769630939




Konkani Association Report

The Konkani cell of our parish celebrated
Monthi Fest on Sunday, the 15th of
September 2024. The function
commenced at 11.15 am with new corn
being blessed and offering of flowers to
the Infant Mary. The parishioners then
went in procession to the church for Holy
Mass, which was celebrated by guest
priest Fr. Pradeep Pinto and
concelebrated by our Parish Priest,
Fr. Ronald Fernandes.

After the mass, the blessed corn, mixed
with milk, along with a piece of cake,
was distributed to the gathering.

Parishioners of all age groups then
actively participated in a variety
entertainment show, comprising skits,
dances and songs. It was followed by
a sumptuous lunch (novem jevonn),
a spread of vegetable dishes, rice and
corn. Around 250 Konkani and non-
Konkani-speaking people made the
gathering a memorable one.

Juliana D’Souza

Message of the Holy Father Francis
for the 39th World Youth Day 2024
'Those who hope in the Lord walk
without tiring (Is 40:31)," says the Holy

Father.

'Last year we set out on the path of hope
towards the Great Jubilee by reflecting
on Saint Paul's words, “Rejoice in hope”
(Rom12:12). In order to prepare
ourselves for the Jubilee pilgrimage of
2025, this year we can take inspiration
from the prophet Isaiah, who says:
“Those who hope in the Lord... will run
and not be weary” (Is 40:31).

"Today, we live in times marked by
dramatic situations that generate
despair and prevent us from looking to
the future with serenity: the tragedy of
war, social injustices, inequalities,
hunger and the exploitation of human

beings and the natural environment.
Often the ones who pay the highest
price are precisely young people. You
sense the uncertainty of the future and
are not sure about where your dreams
will lead. In this way, you can be
tempted to live without hope, as
prisoners of boredom, depression and
even be drawn to risk-taking and
destructive behaviours. For this reason,
dear young people, I would like the
message of hope to come to you, as was
the case with Israel in Babylon. Today
too, the Lord is opening a highway
before you, and he invites you to set out
on it with joy and hope.
The pilgrimage of life and its challenges
"The prophet Isaiah speaks of “walking
without tiring”. Let us reflect then on
these two realities: walking and
tiredness.
'It is normal that, while we set out on
our journeys with enthusiasm, sooner
or later we will begin to feel tired. In
some cases, anxiety and inner fatigue
are brought on by social pressures, the
need to attain certain levels of success
in our studies, our work and our
personal life. This tiredness is often
accompanied by a certain ennui, the
apathy and dissatisfaction that affects
those who never set out, choose, decide,
take risks, preferring to remain in their
own comfort zone, closed in on
themselves, seeing and judging the
world from a distance, without ever
“dirtying their hands” with problems,
with other people, with life itself.
'The solution to tiredness, oddly
enough, is not to stand still and rest. It
is to set out and become pilgrims of
hope. This is my invitation to you: walk
in hope!
Abridged from
The Examiner Nov 23-29, 2024

Walter Mendonca
Our Lady of Lourdes Community



Born Again for Us

Reflecting on various Christmas themes, one
that stands out to me is the relationship
between Christ's birth and the need for
humanity's spiritual birth.

Jesus answered, 'l am telling you the truth: no
one can see the kingdom of God unless he is
born again' John 3:3

Jesus is born so that we may be raised out of
our spiritually dead condition and be “born
from above”, or “born again”. Through Christ we
are raised to new life.

I will remove from you your heart of stone and
give you a heart of flesh. And I will put my Spirit
in you and move you to follow my decrees and
be careful to keep my laws. Ezekiel 36:26

Otherwise, we continue to be dead in our sins,
without hope in this life or the life to come.
Ephesians 2:1

“The Lord makes the sun to shine on the good
and the bad alike” and His mercy and kindness

caterers

shown in the birth of the Christ-child is for all
people whether they know Him or not. The gift
of love is offered to all at this time, and its
power to change hearts and help us find our
way back to each other is not limited to a few
butis open to all.

The Christmas spirit and the fun, the songs
and carols, the gift giving and gift receiving,
despite being commercialised, is a sign and a
reminder that something special has
happened and is happening. It lets us know,
even if we do not acknowledge it, that our world
is alive with the presence of He who has come,
He who is with us, and He who comes anew in
our hearts every Christmas.

A joyful heart is good medicine, but a crushed
spirit dries up the bones. Proverbs 17:22

Every Christmas brings new life. This is the
invitation of Christmas: not passive belief but
active becoming. It's taking the risk of new
birth and becoming new.

Neha Savio Lobo, Holy Trinity Community

TINY PARTIES OR LAVISH WEDDINGS..... WE CATER TO THEM ALL!

« Contact Us for Bookings
* Venue of your choice

Shop no. 1, Sai Complex, Off Link Road,
IC Colony Extension, Mumbai 400068
www.expresscaterers.com | Email: theexpresscaterers@gmail.com
Tel: 022 28949812 / 28932497

Cell: 9820124036 / 9769646910




Adrenaline Rush at the Louisian Sports Meet 2024

“Do you not know that in a race all the
runners run, but only one gets the prize?
Run in such a way as to get the prize.” —
1 Corinthians 9:24

The Louisian Sports Meet has always
been a cherished tradition, uniting our
community through the spirit of healthy
competition and togetherness. Unlike
every year, this year, the celebrations
spanned across two weekends, 9th-10th
November and 16th-17th November,
offering an action-packed lineup of
events that left everyone inspired and
energized.

The first weekend saw the much-
anticipated basketball tournament and
telegames. The basketball matches were
nothing short of thrilling, with players
demonstrating their agility, teamwork,
and sportsmanship. Meanwhile,
the telegames brought smiles and
laughter to participants of all ages,
making it a fun and inclusive start to the
celebrations.

The second weekend raised the bar with
an exciting array of games including
football, throwball, volleyball, tennis,
carom, and chess. Football, as always,
was the highlight of the event, with
intense matches that had the crowd
cheering on every goal and save.
Each sport brought its own unique
excitement, adding to the spirit of the
meet.

Special thanks to Fr. Ronald, our parish
priest, for his guidance and blessings,
Fr. Nibin, the youth priest in charge,
Fr. Praveen, Fr. Biju, and Br. James
for their unwavering support. The
dedication and hard work of the youth

behind the scenes ensured the
seamless execution of the event.

The Louisian Sports Meet 2024 was
more than just a competition; it was a
celebration of faith, fellowship, and
unity. We are grateful for the success of
this event and look forward to many
more joyful gatherings that strengthen
our bonds as a community.

Delanie Rodrigues
Youth Secretary




Youth Activities Aug - Nov 2024

Housie on St Louis Feast ( 25th Aug) - On the feast day of St. Louis, the Parish Youth Group brought the community
together by organizing an exciting game of Housie. It was a lively and joyful event that added fun and fellowship to the
celebrations.

Nativity Novena Stalls (30th Aug - 7th Sept) - During the Nativity novena, the youth organized delicious food stalls
and entertaining games each evening, creating a festive and joyous environment.

Cycle trek (22nd Sept) - The youth embarked on an exciting cycling trek to Sanjay Gandhi National Park, guided by
Fr. Nibin and Br. James. It was a day filled with adventure, laughter, and unforgettable memories amidst nature!

Deanery Youth Day (2nd Oct) - The parish youth actively participated in the Deanery Youth Day (DYD), hosted by
Our Lady of Assumption Church, Kandivali for the North Borivali Deanery. The event was an exciting mix of
interactive sessions, games and dance.

Interactive Session (6th Oct) - Mr Shane Gomes from IC parish conducted an interactive session on “Called to be
Leaders everyday” for our youth, inspiring them with practical insights and examples to lead with faith and purpose in
their daily lives.

Rosary for the Youth (12th Oct) - The youth gathered in unity to pray the Holy Rosary, embracing a beautiful moment
ofreflection and devotion in the comforting presence of Mother Mary.

Kairos (Pondicherry) - 31st Oct - 3rd Nov - Four of our youth attended Kairos, a transformative retreat filled with
worship, insightful sessions by esteemed priests, and powerful moments of healing through the Eucharist and
adoration, leaving them renewed and inspired.

Louisian Sports Meet (9th, 10th, 16th and 17th Nov) - The Louisian Sports Meet 2024 brought our parish
community together across two action-packed weekends, celebrating sportsmanship & and unity through thrilling

games and joyful participation. Andrea Sebastian

Youth President



Medical Health Camp: Prioritizing Wellness for All

The St. Louis Community Welfare Association with the support of the Parish Pastoral Council

conducted a Medical Camp in collaboration with Lions Club of Mumbai Champs. About 120 persons

were tested conducted were Bone Mineral Density test, Total Cholesterol, Haemoglobin, Random

Blood Sugar, Thyroid and Eye Test.
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Joy to the World, .
the Lord 1s come

MOoODEL Co0-0P. BANK LTD.

Your Developunent Partuer

Andheri (W): Amboli - 8422955624, Andheri (E): Chakala - 8422959611, Andheri (E): Sakinaka — 8422959683,

Bhayander (W) - 8422959656, Borivli — 8422959612, Bhiwandi - 8422959637, CBD Belapur — 8422959625,

Dahisar (W) — 8422959623, Fort — 8422959613, Ghatkopar — 8422959614, Goregaon (W) - 8422959688, Kalina - 8422959634,
Kanjur Marg — 8422959615, Mahim — 8422959620, Malad - 8422959616, Mulund — 8422959618, Mira Road - 8422959617,
Palghar (W) - 8422959635, Panvel - 8422959682, Thane (W) — 8422959622, Vashi - 8422959619, Vasai (E) - 842959621,

Vasai (W) - 8422959636, Vikroli - 8422959681, Virar (W) - 8422959657.

Admin. Office - 8451048804

Email : ho@modelbank.in website: www.modelbank.in

HMA/MCB/24-004
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From all of us
at Citizencredit Co-operative Bank
We wish you a

5 Dol
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1800 123 0209 (—~ CITIZENCREDIT

. A : s CO-OPERATIVE BANK LTD
www.citizencreditbank.com (A Scheduled Multi-State Bank)
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