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Let us Rejoice
Jor He has Risen!

Happy Easter to all of you; may the Easter light shine on
you and keep your families in the rays of hope.

Let us rejoice in the Lord that He is risen from the dead.
He has conquered death. Easter is the day when we
witness victory over death and sin. It proclaims that death
has no power over us. Easter is a change from despair to
hope, darkness to light, hatred to love, sorrow to joy and
fear to courage. Easter people no longer live in fear and
are not afraid; rather they live in strength and courage.

The Resurrection is important not only just because
it affirms life after death but also hope of life here and
now. The hope to live our life on earth meaningfully and
to live and decide our life responsibly. In our life every
suffering, pain, sickness puts us down; they keep us in
sorrow. In a way, it is a death step by step. Death in a slow
process, but more important for us to identify that our
faith will always allow us to hope for good, help us to
dream and pursue. It helps us to accept new challenges in
life, make us try again and gives reasons for us to look for
something good in life. It is an assurance that God will
make us resurrect, come back to life from any drawbacks,
setbacks and remain faithful to Him.

Let this Easter affirm the reign of life over falsity, over
injustice. We have a Lord who was condemned to death
for the sins of not his own. Recently, I read about the
concept of Easter. Good Friday reminds us about the
passion, false accusations, false judgement, cruel
treatment, a death march, nailing to a cross, labeling as a
criminal and death on a cross, which was shameful. If it
were to be the end with Good Friday, it could have been a
story with a tragic end, a sad story. But the glorious
Resurrection gives us hope.

The story continues with a story of resurrection, coming
back, rising; a story of people who were confused after
punishing Jesus. A story of a group of people who went
around proclaiming him and his kingdom after
witnessing him; a miracle of conversion of people who
owned hardened hearts. The climax of the story is the
result of one thing: the readiness to persevere; readiness
to accept the will of God, ability to discern what God

.
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wanted from each of us, willingness to suffer and the love
for humanity for a good cause.

Let this season of Easter allow us to recognize and reveal
that our suffering on this earth is not the end but just
an introduction for the greater good awaiting each of us.
Let us rejoice that our Lord has risen and follow Him

in his footsteps.
Fr. Nibin K. Cyriac CSC

Asst. Parish Priest
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Let the little children come to Me

Easter is a time to celebrate the 'New Life' Jesus came to
give us. For me, one of the loudest reminders of God's gift
of new life to humanity was the first cry of my newborn
son. At that moment, I felt joy mingle with wonder and
amyriad hopes and dreams.

But along with those dreams came the great
responsibility of caring for his body, heart, mind and soul.
Not an easy task! Itis easier to cook healthy food than it is
to instil healthy habits and nurture faith.

Yet, the Word of God in Proverbs 22:6 tells us, “Trainup a
child in the way he should go, and when he is old, he will
not depart from it.” To put it colloquially, catch em'
young and teach them early about Jesus and His love.

This is precisely what we aim to do at Kids for Christ —
a catechism program for children aged 3 to 5 years.
Every Sunday, the Bible comes alive for the little ones as
we cover topics like the birth of Christ, creation and
the great Old Testament stories of Abraham, David,
Daniel, etc., through fun-filled lessons, storytelling,
multimedia, action songs and art.

What do children gain from attending these Sunday

lessons?
Nestor and Nancy Collaco, whose daughter Skyrah

(aged 4) attends Kids for Christ, have this to say:
“Our experience with Kids for Christ has been incredible
as our daughter Skyrah has learnt so much about our faith
and she really looks forward to this every Sunday
without fail.”

Joel and Pamela D'Souza, parents of Nathan (aged 5),
say, “Each Sunday spent in stories and activities makes

the kids realise that Jesus is the most exciting part of their
lives. They come home and narrate the Bible stories they
have learnt. We are grateful for this platform which helps
our child understand faith at such a young age through
amix of fun and knowledge.”

So if your child is a pre-schooler (Nursery to Senior KG
for 2024-25), we joyfully invite him or her to join
Kids for Christ. Drop a WhatsApp message to
Mrs Patricia Pereira on 9820070432 or register at the
Parish Office by the first week of June 2024.

Let us together sow the seeds of faith in these little hearts,
so rich with the soil of innocence and wonder. Let's make
Jesus the most exciting part of their lives!

Velany Rodrigues
Holy Family Sector




Holy Week 2024 Schedule

PALM SUNDAY | 24th March 2024
7.45 AM Blessing of the Palms
8.00 AM Mass in Marathi followed by singing
of Veronica in Marathi
9.30 AM Mass in English followed by singing
of Veronica in English
6.00 PM Mass in English
(No Konkani mass in the morning)
4.00 PM Confession followed by mass for
sick/old people.
Blood Donation Camp from8amto 1 pm

MAUNDY THURSDAY | 28th March 2024
7:00 PM Service of the Last Supper followed
by Adoration

GOOD FRIDAY | 29th March 2024
7:30 AM Way of the Cross in Konkani
8:30 AM Way of the Cross in Marathi
9:30 AM Way of the Cross in English
6:00 PM Good Friday Service

HOLY SATURDAY | 30th March 2024
8.30 AM Praying with Mother of Sorrows
9:00 PM Easter Vigil Service

EASTER SUNDAY | 31st March 2024
8:00 AM Mass in Marathi
9:30 AM Mass in English
(No Mass in the Evening)
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Parish Vision

Breaking the Word of God in our Families
and sharing bread with the needy
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Caveat: The articles in the Louisian Samachar are the opinions of
the writers. They do not necessarily reflect the thoughts of St. Louis
Church or the Catholic Church. Please verify the claims made by the
advertisements placed here. The Church and St. Louis Church shall
not be held responsible shall any issues arise. However, we do
encourage you to patronise the businessof our advertisers.
‘Louisian Samachar’ is published by St. Louis Church, Dahisar and
has no commercial value and is privately circulated.

The Parish team wishes parishioners and
well-wishers a Happy Easter. May the Risen
Lord bring you new hope, joy and peace.
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St. Louis Church Records
January to March 2024

Baptised in the Lord

Vivian Gonsalves
Zenaiya D'Mello
Riyon Patel
Samuel Lobo
Aaron Makwana

Married in the Lord

Ashish Borde & Alisha Torne
Garric Mathias & Alicia Tauro
Brendan John Serrao & Jean D'Costa
Bobby Benjiman Murzello & Daisy Dias
Oswald Gonsalves & Jigisha Vibhakar
Asif Esani & Kiran Gepal

Resting in the Lord

Epaul Luis Dias
Francis Louis D'Souza
Alice Martin
Theresa Urban
Jackry John
Richard Baracho

As on 14th March 2024

Sector-wise Easter Blessing Masses begin on Monday,
01st April, 2024. Get in touch with your animator for the
schedule of the Sector-wise Easter Blessing Mass.
Small bottles filled with Blessed Water will be distributed.



December 2023 to March 2024

DECEMBER

Annual Sports Meet: The Youth group
organised the St Louis Annual Sports Meet on
December 2-3. The event, which showcased
the rich talent within the parish community,
was a grand success.

Talent Night: The Youth group, Sunday
School students, English, Marathi and
Konkani choirs exhibited their talents while
spreading the message of Christmas on
December 17.

Senior Citizens' Christmas Party: Around
20 seniors of the parish had an enjoyable
evening with games and dinner on December
20.

SVP Conference: The St. Vincent de Paul
Conference spread the Christmas spirit by
distributing hampers to 36 adopted families in
the parish on December 21.

Christmas Star and Tree Competition:
On December 23 all the councillors gathered in
the church premises to display the stars and
trees made by their respective communities.
The first place for the Star competition went to
St. Francis Xavier, second to St. Peter's and
third to Our Lady of Fatima. The first place for
the Christmas Tree competition was bagged by
St. Louis, second went to Our Lady of Perpetual
Succour and third to St. Joseph's.

Inter-Parish Crib Competition: Our parish
bagged first place in the Borivali Deanery
competition.

JANUARY

Feast of St. Andre Bessette: Novena masses
were conducted on January 3, 4, 5 in Marathi
and English. On January 6, the feast day, the
priests anointed the parishioners with blessed
oil.

SCC Convention: Many parishioners
attended the Borivali Deanery SCC convention
at St. Thomas Church, Goregaon, on January
8.

Mass for students of Std X, XII and
Graduation: A special mass was celebrated on
January 21 for students appearing for the
board and graduation examinations.

Republic Day: Parishioners joined the

students of St. Louis School for flag hoisting
after the morning mass on January 26.

First Holy Communion: 15 of our children
received the Eucharist Sacrament at the
10.15 am mass on January 2.8.

FEBRUARY

Way of the Cross: During the Lenten season
the Way of the Cross, followed by Mass,
in Konkani, Marathi and English was
conducted on Thursdays, Fridays and
Saturdays at 6 pm.

Confirmation: 33 of our Youth were
confirmed by Bishop Domnic Savio Fernandes
at the 6.30 pm mass on February 17.

Way of the Cross: On February 19, members
of the Ladies Sodality, along with Fr. Praveen,
conducted a meaningful Way of the Cross at
Don Bosco, Karjat.

MARCH

Lenten Missions: The Lenten missions were
held in English, Konkani and Marathi on
March 3, 10 and 17 respectively.
Fr. Shailendra Rodrigues conducted the
English mission, while Fr. Pradeep OCD led
the one in Konkani and R. Amrut Fonseca in
Marathi.

Way of the Cross: 'Walk with Mary to Calvary’,
an enactment of the Way of the Cross,
was staged by the 'Daughters of St. Paul,
Bandra, on March 9 at 6 pm in the church.

Mass for the soul of Mr. Abhishek
Ghosalkar: A month's mind mass for the
departed soul of Mr. Abhishek Ghosalkar was
celebrated on March 9 at 6.30 pm. The former
MLA's family members, well-wishers and
parishioners participated in the service.

Marathi Singing Competition: Top class
talent was on view as participants from all over
Mumbai gathered at Our Lady of Nazareth,
Bhayander, on March 10.

Film Screening: The film 'The Passion of the
Christ' was screened in the church's stilt area
onMarch 11.

Compiled by Cheryl Rego
St. Peter's Community



"Dr. Teena Miranda

"Maker of Smiles"
TRUST DENTAL CLINIC

K. K. Medical Centre

Opp Majestic hotel

Kanderpada

Dahisar West

Mumbai - 400068

Timings: 10 to 12pm
06:30 to 9pm

Mob: 9769630939

The
Ex prgss:

TINY PARTIES OR LAVISH WEDDINGS..... WE CATER TO THEM ALL!

« Contact Us for Bookings
« Venue of your choice

Shop no. 1, Sai Complex, Off Link Road,
IC Colony Extension, Mumbai 400068
www.expresscaterers.com | Email: theexpresscaterers@gmail.com

Tel: 022 28949812 / 28932497
Cell: 9820124036 / 9769646910
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-~ HOTEL LOTUS COURT

FAMILY RESTAURANT & BAR

A2-101 & 102, ORCHID PLAZA, R.T.ROAD, DAHISAR EAST, MUMBAI-68

SPECIAL OFFER ****Show this AD & Avail****

15% Discount on LUNCH & 10% Discount on DINNER
Valid on Dine In (On Food Bill Only) upto 31st May 2024

We Serve Malwani - Indian/Tandoor & Chinese Cuisine
Sea Food is Our Speciality!!

Mr. MICHAEL FERNANDES - 9821150963
Mr. LINUS COUTTO- 9820951673

For Reservations / Home Delivery Call - 8591258558

KJFOLLOW US @ Lotus Court Family Resto Bar

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

WHEN YOU THINK OF FOOD... THINK OF

MICHALEL CHRIS CATERERS

WECATERFOR
WEDDINGS. BIRTHDAYS. PICNICS,. COMMUNIONS.

CHRISTENINGS. CORPORATES & OTHER SOCIAL GATHERINGS

AVAILABLE HALL / GROUND FOR CATERING & EVENTS AT
MARY IMMACULATE SCHOOL /ST . FRANCIS ASSISI SCHOOL (BORIVALI)

CANOSSA CONVENT (ANDHERI EAST)

ASK FOR OUR SPECIAL MENU
ONLY FOOD @ Rs.270/- Per Head ( 2 NON-VEG, 1 VEG, 1 PULAV RICE)

(Whatsapp - 9821166988 for the Menu)
SPECIAL SNACKS BOXES for all Events

PLACE YOUR EASTER ORDERS SOON...

ROAST CHICKEN / STUFFED CHICKEN / PORK CHILLY/ SORPOTEL/ VINDALOO
TONGUE ROAST / BUFF ROAST / CHILLY

CALL : CHRIS FERNANDES /| MICHAEL FERNANDES
9821166988 | 8451876222 | 9821150963
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Make your events special
with me!

Weddings | Anniversaries | Communion |
Birthdays &
All your special occasions

COMPERE | ANCHOR | EMCEE | HOST
Enﬂ

Contact: +91 7387942608

Bookings Open
for 2024-2025

Call Now:

E-mail: lovinamenezesegmail.com




Pilgrimage to Shrine of Our Lady of the
Forsaken, Vadodara

Members of the Christi Samaj Community went on a
two-day pilgrimage to the shrine of Our Lady of the
Forsaken, in Vadodara, Gujarat, on January 25-26,
2024. They boarded a train from Borivali station on
January 25 midnight and reached Vadodara early
morning. An arranged bus drove us from the station to
our hotel. After checking in and settling down we
gathered and prayed the Rosary. Following breakfast at
a local eatery, we embarked on a visit to Anklav
Church.

Anklav Church is believed to have been established by
the late Fr. Suraiya sj. Originally from Spain, Fr
Suraiya had brought along with him a relic of the Holy
Cross on which Christ Jesus was crucified. It is
preserved in this church for more than five decades.
This was not merely a visit to a religious place, but a
transformative experience that invoked a profound
sense of sanctity. The culmination was not just a
destination on a map but a symbolic threshold to a
higher state where boundaries between the mundane
and divine blurred.

The next morning marked the feast of Our Lady of the
Forsaken. Each year thousands of devotees across all
faiths throng the shrine, conceptualized by Spanish
missionary Vincent Tena in 1930. The statue is a
replica of Our Lady of the Forsaken, built in Valencia,
Spain, in the early 15th Century. When the Spanish
civil war broke out in 1936, this statue was
miraculously saved and eventually brought to
Vadodara in 1956. The atmosphere was charged with
palpable sense of devotion as surroundings echoed
with tales of our faith. The shrine route was adorned
with a funfair, devotee queues offering candles, flowers
and food stalls. Amidst the camaraderie of fellow-
pilgrims, we discovered a shared quest for spiritual
fulfillment that transcended language barriers before
we took part in the Eucharistic celebration.

The afternoon was followed by a visit to the famous
Sayaji Baug zoo. The aviary was a mesmerizing
spectacle, featuring a plethora of bird species from
around the world. From flamboyant pigeons to graceful
swans and majestic lions to playful monkeys, the
diversity was outstanding.

Our trip's climax was reached at 11 pm as we boarded
our train back to Mumbai. In sum, it was a
transformative journey of the Spirit, the echoes of
which will continue to resonate forever.

Shauina D'Silva, Christi Samaj Community

SVP St. Louis Conference completes 27 Years

The St. Vincent de Paul, St. Louis Conference, is
functioning since the last 27 years. It has always
been at the forefront of efforts to alleviate the
suffering and hardships of our less fortunate
brethren. We are assisted by generous contributions
in cash and kind from well-wishers and benefactors,
without which we would not be able to achieve our
goals. We are grateful to them. The Parish clergy
also plays a vital role in its smooth functioning.

The conference, which has 22 members, meets every
Thursday, at 7 pm, in the church premises to discuss
strategies, plan activities and report on weekly
family visits. It has 22 adopted families, Catholic and
of other faiths. We provide monthly rations to them.
We also provide medical and educational aid to
needy members of the adopted families and those
who approach the conference.

The SVP members visit the adopted families every
week to enquire about their well-being. The visit
reports are discussed in the weekly meetings.
The conference has a recollection cum festive meet
for the adopted/aided families every year on the first
Sunday, after the feast of St. Vincent de Paul, which
1s on September 27. Every year in December,
the conference has a Christmas hamper collection in
aid of the adopted families.

The SVP members visit Shanti Bhavan (home for the
aged) in Kalyan, and Nirmay Niketan (leprosy
home) at Trombay. These two institutions are run by
the St. Vincent de Paul, Central Council.
The conference also attends the Annual Festive meet
and a Recollection hosted by the Area Council of St.
Vincent de Paul. In addition, the members of our
conference undertake field trips to different homes
for the aged and Clergy Home. Every month the
President of the conference attends the monthly
meetings of the Area Council and submits monthly
accounts and reports to it.

St. Vincent de Paul, St. Louis Conference




Youth Activities Dec 2023 to Feb 2024

Annual Sports Day: The Youth group organised
the St Louis Annual Sports Meet on December 2-
3. The event showcased rich talent as
parishioners came together in a celebration of
vigour, determination and sportsmanship.
Talent Night: The youth group performed an
engaging Christmas mime during an evening of
carols on December 17. The Sunday school
students, English, Marathi and Konkani choir
groups also rendered memorable performances
to ring in the festivities with tradition songs.
Inter-Parish Crib Competition: Our Parish
Youth Group worked and toiled long hours to
make a beautiful crib under the able guidance of
Fr Nibin and Fr Praveen. The hard work and
dedication truly paid off as they clinched first
place for the parish in the Borivali Deanery.
Newspaper Drive: As a fund-raising activity,
the Youth group conducted a newspaper drive
within the parish community on January 14. It
was a resonant success, thanks to the
participation and support of all parishioners.
Trek for the Youth: The highlight of January
was undoubtedly the trek to Tandulwadi Fort, on
the 20th. Led by Fr. Nibin and Fr. Ronald, the
hike proved an unforgettable voyage, fostering
deep bonds and crafting cherished memories to
last a lifetime.

Delanie Rodrigues

1st Prize in the Inter-Parish
Crib Competition Comp

Trek tb Tandulwadi _

FIND US ON INSTAGRAM
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Cheering up the Sick and Homebound

‘World Day of the Sick’ and feast of Our Lady of
Lourdes, the patron of our sector, coincided on
February 11, 2024. Our sector members took the
initiative to visit the sick and homebound. After
being given a warm welcome by their family
members we spent quality time listening to their
interesting and touching stories. We prayed for
them and assured them another visit soon even as
they appreciated and thanked us. As a token of
love, we gave them chocolates. Sharing in their joy
and suffering was truly a heart-warming
experience. In conclusion, those who are sick or
homebound often feel neglected or forgotten; it is
we who can provide the positivity, support and
companionship they need.

During this Lenten season the community
members also participated in the Way of the Cross
conducted every Sunday in the sector.

Pascal Dias (Councillor) &
Walter Mendonca (Animator),
Our Lady of Lourdes Community

MUSIC CLASSES FOR ALL AGE GROUPS
IN DAHISAR WEST
OFF LINK ROAD, IC EXTENSION

W
GUITAR & BASS GUITAR UKULELE i
KEYBOARD & PIANO TABLA

WESTERN & HINDUSTANI VOCALS

FREE OPEN MIC NIGHTS - FOR NON STUDENTS T0O!

CALL FOR A FREE DEMO CLASS TODAY!

7021409907

JOE'S ACADEMY OF MUSIC



RuPay Platinum
. Debit Card

We are delighted to announce the launch of
RuPay Platinum Debit Card. This card is your gateway to
a world of premium benefits like Domestic and
International Airport Lounge Access, Cash Back benefit on
payment of the Utility bills, Personal Accident Insurance
Cover upto T 2 lacs, purchase protection benefits upto
%10,000/- on Merchant'’s offers.

04,23 i 04728
VIJAYKUMAR CHAVAN

RuPay Platinum Debit Card ensures you experience
financial freedom like never before. ”)) RuPay

Apply now and embrace a new era of banking excellence!

HMA/MCB/23-006

MoDEL C0-0rP. BANK LTD.
Your Development Pantuer

Andheri (W): Amboli - 26774206, Andheri (E): Chakala - 28371714, Andheri (E): Sakinaka — 28501018, Bhayander (W) - 28171501,
Borivli — 28922967, Bhiwandi - 02522-297637, CBD Belapur - 27579047, Dahisar (W) - 28918243, Fort - 22660649,

Ghatkopar - 25010354, Goregaon (W) - 28770034, Kalina - 26660943, Kanjur Marg - 25772252, Mahim - 24455600,

Malad - 28617056, Mulund - 25914677, Mira Road — 28122638, Palghar (W) - 02525 - 252989, Panvel - 27459047,

Thane (W) - 25341550, Vashi - 2766 9047, Vasai (E) - 0250 - 2450221, Vasai (W) - 0250 — 2383998, Vikroli - 20851681,

Virar (W) - 0250 - 2514976.

Admin. Office - 26656076

Email : ho@modelbank.in website: www.modelbank.in



 Confirmation Batch
2024

The movie ‘The Passion of the Christ’, released in February 2004 is a must-watch especially during the
Lenten season. Here is some facts on the film directed by Mel Gibson.

__The film primarily covers the final twelve hours of Jesus' life, beginning with the Agony in the Garden,
the brutal scourge and crucifixion, ending with a brief depiction of his resurrection.

__The languages spoken in the film are Aramaic, Hebrew and Latin.

__Jim Caviezel, who played Jesus, got struck by lightning twice during the making of this film. Caviezel also
experienced a shoulder separation when the 70 kg cross dropped on his shoulder.

__During the shooting of the film, actor Jim Caviezel was accidentally whipped twice, which has left a
14-inch scar on his back. The scenes of him hanging on the cross in the dead of winter caused him to contract
pneumonia.

__Itwould usually take over 10 hours to put Jim Caviezel into the scourged makeup.

__Actor Luca Lionello played the role of Judas and was a self-proclaimed "angry atheist". He converted to
Catholicism after the completion of the Film. Many other cast and filming crew also became Catholic.

___The movie was voted the most pro-Catholic film of all time by readers of Faith & Family magazine and the
National Catholic Register newspaper.



