of Chnistmas with yow

Toll Free No. CC. CITIZENCREDIT
Q-/ CO-OPERATIVE BANK.ITTD

www.citizencreditbank.com

St. Louis Pray for us - }ﬂ

Bulletin of

Celebrate Christmas with
Hope, Love, Joy and Peace

Rev. Fr. Praveen Raj Bandula
Asst. Parish Priest

Christmas is a time of celebration; above all, it is a
reminder of the boundless love and grace bestowed upon
us through the birth of our Saviour, Jesus Christ. During
this season let us take a moment to pause and reflect on
the message of hope, love, joy and everlasting peace that
Christ brings into our lives.

The Message of Hope: Christmas, at its core, is a
celebration of hope. The birth of Jesus Christ brought
hope to a world in need. In the midst of challenges and
uncertainties, the season serves as a reminder that hope is
a powerful force that can overcome darkness. As
members of the Christian community, let us carry the
light of hope into our communities and share kindness
and compassion with those around us. In a world that
often feels troubled, let the hope of Christmas be a
beacon, guiding us toward a brighter future.

The Message of Love: At the heart of the Christmas
story is the profound message of love. God's love for
humanity was manifested through the gift of His son,
Jesus Christ. As we exchange gifts and express love to
our friends and family, let us also reflect on the
unconditional love that God has shown us. His love
serves as a model for how we should love one another,
transcending boundaries and embracing the diversity
within our community.

The Message of Joy: Christmas is a time of joy and
celebration. The angels proclaimed, 'Do not be afraid. I
bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the
people (Luke 2:10)." This joy is not limited to
circumstances in our lives but is rooted in the eternal truth
of Christ's birth. As we come together to celebrate, let the
joy of Christmas be contagious.

The Message of Peace: At the heart of the Christmas
narrative is the gift of peace that Christ brings to
humanity. The angels proclaimed, 'Glory to God in
the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom
he is pleased (Luke 2:14).' The birth of Jesus signifies
the advent of peace between God and humanity, among
individuals and communities. Let us embrace the gift of
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peace with open hearts and extend it to everyone
we encounter.

The Message of Giving: The act of giving is the central
theme of Christmas. Just as God gave us the ultimate gift
in Jesus Christ, we are called to be generous in our
giving. This goes beyond material gifts; it extends to
giving our time, love and compassion to those in need.
During this festive season, let us open our hearts and
hands to help the less fortunate. The spirit of giving
defines the Christmas message.

In the midst of the festivities, may we never lose sight of
the true meaning of Christmas.
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In a world full of strife and the stress of daily life
Christmas brings the peace and joy, we desire!
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ST. LOUIS CHRISTMAS TALENT NIGHT

A Christmas Talent Night was held on 17th December 2023 at 7 pm in the Church Stilt area.
The Parish Youth, Sunday School Children, English, Marathi and Konkani Choirs exhibited
their talents in this beautifully conducted program. We had skits, songs and carols, dancing
and even a mime act with Christmas at the heart of it. We thank all those who made this
enchanted evening possible with their efforts and dedication.
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Christmas Program Schedule
23rd December 2023 | Saturday
Christmas Star/
Christmas Tree Competition

24th December 2023 | Sunday
9:30 pm Carol Singing
10 pm Solemn Mass

25th December 2023 | Monday
8 am Service in Marathi
9:30 am Service in English
(No Mass in the Evening)

28th December 2023 | Thursday
The Day of Holy Innocents
Special Prayers for Children in both
Morning & Evening Masses.

31st December 2023 | Sunday
9:30 pm Adoration
10 pm Solemn Mass

01st January 2024 | Monday
8 am Mass in Marathi
9:30 am Mass in English
(No Mass in the Evening)

Caveat: The articles in the Louisian Samachar are the opinions of the
writers. They do not necessarily reflect the thoughts of St. Louis Church
or the Catholic Church. Please verify the claims made by the
advertisements placed here. The Church and St. Louis Church shall not
be held responsible, shall any issues arise. However, we do encourage
you to patronise the business of our advertisers. ‘Louisian Samachar’is
published by St. Louis Church, Dahisar has no commercial value and is
privately circulated.

The Parish Team & Parish Pastoral Council
wishes parishioners a Merry Christmas &
Happy New Year 2024. May baby Jesus
bring Love and Peace into your homes.
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Parish Vision

Breaking the Word of God in our Families
and shaiing bread with the needy
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St. Louis Church Records
AUGUST - DECEMBER 2023

BAPTISED IN CHRIST
Brielle Blaze D'Silva
Zavis Sergio Pereira

Denzil Rodrigues
Liam Henry
Aizel Dias
Nate Gonsalves
Jazneil D’Souza
Asher Filipe Fernandes
Daniella Naomi Borges

MARRIED IN CHRIST
Lennette Lawrence & Malcoln Fernandes

Welron Creado & Valentina Kinny
Aadish Gamre & Bhavika Mackwan
Richard Fernandis & Swapna Das

Neil Mendonca & Eleanor Colaco

RESTING IN CHRIST
Clifford Clarence Linch
Victor Pinto



AUGUST TO NOVEMBER 2023

AUGUST
Vianney Sunday: The feast of St John Marie Vianney,
patron of priests engaged in the pastoral ministry, was
celebrated at all masses on August 6. Parishioners
expressed their appreciation and affection to our parish
fathers, who were later presented bouquets.
Old age home visitation: SVP members visited the
Sneha Sagar Aged Home, in Mira Road, on August 12
and interacted with the inmates and sisters working there.
Independence Day: Parishioners turned out in large
numbers to participate along with the staff and students of
St Louis High School in hoisting the National flag.
East Indian Dhamaka: On August 15, the East Indian
community came together for the Thaanik Kristi Samaj's
celebrations. Thanksgiving mass was followed by a
cultural programme and community lunch.
Deanery faith formation: 25 five students from Grades
Sand 6 participated in a deanery faith formation session
on August 20.
St. Louis Feast: The novena to our patron, Saint Louis,
was held in Marathi and English from August 18 to 26.
Preachers from other parishes enlightened parishioners
with their homilies. Stalls offering delicious snacks were
put up by the sectors. The theme for the feast day was
'One mind and One Heart builds our church'. On August
27, the feast mass at 8 am in Marathi was celebrated by Fr.
Andrew Rodrigues. The English mass at 9.30 am was
celebrated by Fr. Gilbert D'Lima.

SEPTEMBER

Feast of the Nativity of Our Lady: The novena was held
in Marathi and English from August 30 to September 7.
The 7 pm English mass was animated by the Sunday
School children, who engaged in the liturgy and brought
along daily love offerings. The novena was also
conducted at Our Lady of Velankani Mass Centre
(Panki). On September 8, the Eucharistic celebration
there was followed by a fellowship meal.

Nativity Stalls: From August 30 to September 7 the
youth enthusiastically set up vibrant food stalls and

engaging games each day, fostering a festive atmosphere.

Visitations: On September 17 students from Grade 4
preparing for Confirmation visited Don Bosco
Orphanage Home, Mercy Home and Ankur Orphanage
and distributed Nativity love offerings they had
collected.

Teachers' Day: A joyous Teachers' Day get-together
celebration was held on September 17 by the Sunday
School children.

Widows' get-together: A celebration for widows of the
parish was organised on September 24 by the women's
cell. The attendees had a good time as they participated in
games and song.

Feast of SVP: The SVP members celebrated their feast

on September 27 with mass and a get-together.

OCTOBER
Rosary: As always, the Rosary was conducted daily in
Marathi, Konkani and English in the church in October.
The statue of Our Lady also journeyed to sector families
and the Rosary was prayed in homes.
Recollection & festive meet: The gathering was
organised for adopted families of the SVP on October 1.
Deanery Youth Day: Our parish youth participated in
Deanery Youth Day on October 2. It was hosted by I C
Church for parishes of the North Borivali deanery.
World Elders' Day: Conducted by the archdiocese at
Salvation Church, Dadar, on October 2, the event was
well-attended by Senior Citizens' group members. The
day began with the Eucharistic celebration. What
followed was inspiring talks by different speakers, games
and lunch. The seniors also celebrated World Elders' Day
in the parish on October 18 with thanksgiving mass and
dinner.
Women's cell Deanery meeting: Our parish hosted the
meeting on October 2.
Rosary Rally: On October 8, collaborating with the
Sunday School, the youth took charge of planning and
executing a heartwarming Rosary rally. It was a beautiful
collective effort that brought the community closer
through prayer and devotion.
English Praise and Worship: The parish Praise and
Worship group members attended the 'Basic module'

programme on October 8, at Salvation Seva Kendra,

TRAINING SESSION FOR PPC/ANIMATORS/LAY HEADS
OF ASSOCIATIONS AND CELLS

A training session for PPC members, animators,
lay heads of associations and cells was conducted
in the parish by Mr. Melwyn Sequeira,
Secretary of the Diocesan Pastoral Council
and Lay Associations of the Archdiocese, on
August 13,2023, at11.15 am.

With the aid of a power point presentation
Mr. Sequeira emphasised the role of the PPC.

Highlights of the presentation:

1. PPC - the light of Parish life

2. Community builder

3. Always on the move

4. Discovers talent/encourages training

5. Ongoing growth in maturity

6. Building families in the area into a genuine

Eucharistic community.

Six groups were formed and the question put
forth was: What would be your vision for the
parish?

The responses:
A Uniting people in faith
A Have more activities for the youth
A More parishioners should attend

cluster meetings
A Getmore people involved in the parish
A Go beyond cultural and linguistic

barriers

Members of the associations and cells were
encouraged to attend the various courses/training
programmes conducted by the archdiocese.

The groups were asked to make a pyramid with
whatever material was available with them at the
moment like boks, papers, umbrellas etc.
All attendees came up with innovative ideas to
make the pyramid.

The session ended at 12.30 pm with a vote of
thanks by Cleston D'Costa.

Cheryl Rego
St. Peter's Community (Dahisar East)




COMMUNITY REPORTS

Mother Theresa Community: The entire month of
October was dedicated to the circulation of Mother
Mary's statue and praying the rosary Rosary house to
house daily. On the 8th December, on the Feast of
Immaculate Conception we distributed the food
packages to the slum area's children and their families.

Jacintha Rodrigues, Councillor

Our Lady of Fatima Community: Our Lady of
Fatima Community celebrated the feast of their
patroness on October 13. Families from the area
gathered in large numbers for the Holy Eucharist in
church at 7:00 pm. Backed by its animators and a
vibrant choir, they praised and gave thanks to God.
After mass the community assembled in the KG class
on the stilt area and recited the Rosary. The home-to-
home Rosary was replaced by community Rosary in
church. 69 members were present.

Our Lady of Fatima emerged overall champions in the
Louisian Sports Meet, held on December 2-3. On Day
1 of the meet, our football team won three matches
while the senior citizens scored 16 points in Tele-
games and children won 5 points in snakes and
ladders. On Day 2, our Community participated in
volleyball, throwball and basketball. The girls'
throwball team won five matches and basketball team
three. With an aggregate tally of 32 points from the
various tournaments Our Lady of Fatima was declared
champions of the meet.

Deline Rodrigues, Councillor

St. Francis Xavier Community: In the true spirit of
fellowship and community SFX organized a Multi-
lingual Rosary for our Community on 23rd October
2023. We also extended invitation to St. Joseph
Community to join in to pray to our Mother. The idea
was to create a sense of inclusion among all language
groups in our Community. We have over 50 people
reciting the Rosary in English, Hindi, Marathi,

Konkani and Tamil. We began with Processions and

Singing Hymns in different languages. Even though the
language was different the air was very prayerful. At the end
of the 45 minutes of prayer and hymns many people came
forward and thanked us for the beautiful experience where
even they felt part of the Community.

The month of November being Children's Day and World
Day of the Poor saw us visiting an orphanage for destitute
children in Madh-Island. There were over 19 children from
broken homes, orphans, burnt victims, crippled, but all were
welcome and lived together. We took ration, fruits, food,
clothes and chocolates for the children. Some even donated
for their education expenses. We played games with them,
spoke to them and gave them some words of encouragement
and had lunch with them. It was very beautiful to see such
small children being inculcated with such good values and
have so much of love in them.

Esther Michael Antony, Councillor

Our Lady of Lourdes Community: During our Sector
house blessings visit by Rev. Fr. Praveen, our Sector Priest-
in-charge along with the Councillor & link person Samantha
we visited and spent quality time with them. One of the
persons we'd like to mention is Mrs. Ethel Correa who is in
her mid 90's, Mother of Glen Correa & Carol D'Sa. We feel
blessed to have the opportunity to reach out to all from the
youth to the senior citizens.

Pascal Dias, Councillor

English Charismatic prayer group: Members of the
English Charismatic prayer group participated in the
advanced praise and worship workshop at St. Michael's
church, Mahim, on October 15.

Visit to Ankur Children's home: Our parish youth
visited the Ankur Children's home on October 29. They
brought smiles to the children's faces with games, song
and dance. Additionally, their generous donations had a

meaningful impact on the lives of the children.

NOVEMBER
Inter-parish Youth Week: From November 6 to 9 the
St. Louis parish youth participated in I C church's Inter-
parish youth week. Selika Pereira's remarkable third
place win in singing and Anurag Ghorpade's fourth place
in the Personality competition were moments of pride for
the parish.
Children's Day: The Sunday School children
celebrated Children's Day on November 12 with
entertaining games and a lively dance party.
Workshop: The English Charismatic group members
attended the workshop 'Growing with Charisms' at
Vinalaya, on October 18.
Women's cell: Members of the women's cell attended
the session conducted by the Archdiocese at St. John the
Evangelist Church, Marol, on November 19. Sr. Annie
Joseph, secretary, Conference of Catholic Bishops of
India, gave a talk on 'Nurturing Relationships in the
family', in a very fruitful session.
Feast of Christ the King: On November 26, Holy Hour
was conducted in Konkani, Marathi and English. At4.30
pm parishioners joined in procession with The Blessed
Sacrament around the church premises. It was followed

by homily and benediction.
Compiled by Cheryl Rego

St. Peter's Community (Dahisar East)

IN THE MANGER LIES OUR HOPE

A colleague once remarked, 'I don't go to church;
I am a good person and that's what really matters.'
The conversation stayed with me, and gnawed at my
soul for a long time. This statement is absolutely
wrong, as it rests on the premise that our own
goodness is enough for our salvation.
If our own righteousness was sufficient to save us
then we wouldn't need Christ, the stainless lamb,
and his supreme and selfless sacrifice on the cross.
Jesus Christ said, 'T am the way, the truth and the
life. No one comes to the Father except through
me' (John 14:6). Christ was not the one to mince his
words. Here, he strongly proclaims that He is the
only way to our heavenly Father. No amount of self-
righteousness, own goodness alone takes us to God
our Father. We may think we are good people and we
judge others for their sins, but the truth is that we just
sin differently. We are all sinners and have faltered
many times, but our forgiveness comes from Christ;
our salvation comes from him. It is our repentance
and His unconditional love that reconciles us
through God the Son.
We go to church to receive the body and blood of our
Lord, Jesus Christ, the one who instituted the
Holy Eucharist. We receive Christ at Mass in our
hearts and souls, which is something that can't
happen when we stay away from church.
God our Father gave us hope and a pathway for
salvation through the birth of his Son as it was
promised and prophesied for myriad years.
The word incarnate (John 1:14) was born in a
manger, which is the epitome of humbleness for
someone who is the King of Kings!
Christmas is the time for rejoicing, as our Saviour is
born. So let us come together to worship him as one
Parish Community and members of the Holy
Catholic church. Concluding with something I read
somewhere: No Jesus, No Peace - Know Jesus,
Know Peace!

Cleston D’Costa, St. Louis Community

Lousian Samachar Editorial Team
wishes you a Merry Christmas and
a Happy New Year 2024




CHEERS TO A FEASTFUL DECEMBER!

In the wink of an eye, 2023 will come to an end. We land in
December, the last month of the year. December has Christmas and
a host of other feasts, including St. Francis Xavier, the patron saint
of Goa. He was a well-known missionary. It is followed by the feast
of'the Immaculate Conception in the womb of her mother.

Then we come to the 25th of December, the Nativity of our Lord.
Jesus Christ was born in a manger, a humble place, among animals.
This celebration is followed by the feast of St. Stephen. He was
appointed by the apostles in the early church to serve the people.
He performed great wonders and signs in the name of Jesus.
The angry and jealous jews stoned him to death.

Then, on the 28th of December, is the feast of the Holy Innocents,
the massacre of all male children two years old and under in
Bethlehem and its vicinity. It showed Herod's anger on the Magi
for not reporting the whereabouts of Jesus.

A few days later, we ring in the New Year. May you have a
prayerful and prosperous 2024!

Freddy Miranda, St. Louis Community
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KONKANI ASSOCIATION REPORT

Monthi Saibinnechem Festh (MONTHI FESTH)
was celebrated on SUNDAY, 10th September,
2023. The function commenced at 11.30AM
with new paddy being blessed and offering of
flowers to the Infant Mary, followed by
procession to the church for Holy Mass, which
was celebrated by guest priest Fr. Nelson Saldana
and our Parish Priest Fr. Ronald Fernandes.

Blessed corn mixed with milk was distributed
along with a piece of cake to the gathering.
Parishioners of all age groups actively
participated in a variety programme, comprising
skits, dances and songs followed by lunch
(Novem Jevonn), which comprised various
vegetable dishes rice and payasam, served on
green banana leaves (sirothi).

Tthe celebration concluded by giving thanks to

Almighty God.
Irene Lobo
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Nativity Stalls (Aug 30 to Sept 7): The youth
enthusiastically set up vibrant food stalls and
engaging games each day of the novenas,
fostering a festive atmosphere during the
Nativity period. It was a joy to see everyone
come together and celebrate this special time
of Mother Mary's birthday.

Deanery Youth Day (Oct 2): St Louis church
participated in Deanery Youth Day (DYD),
hosted by I C Church, for parishes of the North
Borivali Deanery. It was a dynamic event,
filled with games, fun and dance. Exploring
the significance of good music was
enlightening and added a vibrant rhythm to the
activities.

Rosary Rally (Oct 8): Collaborating with the
Sunday School, the youth took charge of
planning and executing a heartwarming
Rosary Rally. It was a beautiful collective
effort that brought the community closer
through prayer, rosary and devotion.

Visit to Ankur Children's Home (Oct 29):
The visit to Ankur Children's Home was a
touching experience. Our parish youth brought
smiles to the children's faces with games, song
and dance. Additionally, the generous
donations made a meaningful impact on the
lives of the children there.

Inter-Parish Youth Week (Nov 6 to 9): The
youth represented St Louis parish in I C
Church's Inter-Parish Youth Week. Selika
Pereira's remarkable 3rd place win in singing
and Anurag Ghorpade's 4th place in the
Personality competition were moments of
pride. Their achievements showcased the
talent and spirit of a vibrant youth group.

Delanie Rodrigues
Youth Secretary

Anurag Ghorpade wins 4th place
in the Personality competition

LY A
Selika Pereira wins 3rd place
in the Singing Competition

Visit to Ankur Children's Home

YOUTH ACTIVITIES —AUGUST TO NOVEMBER 2023
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Talent, Teamwork and Camaraderie at
Louisian Sports Meet 2023

The vibrant youth of our parish orchestrated the 2023 edition of the Louisian Sports Meet on
December 2-3. The event began on a solemn note as Fr. Ronald Fernandes led everyone in prayer
and Fr Praveen lit the Louisian flame. On the first day, football and indoor games set the adrenaline
pumping, while the air buzzed with the laughter of children and cheer of senior citizens engrossed

in delightful tele-games.

Anticipation soared on the second day as basketball, throwball and volleyball took centre stage,
each match a fierce battle for victory. The 13 dynamic sectors competing for the coveted overall
championship kept spectators on the edge of their seats during the nail-biting finals. Cheers
echoed, hearts raced and, in the end, it was a resounding victory for Our Lady of Fatima sector with
32 points followed by St. Louis Sector with 27 points. Our very own Holy Cross Fathers, a

formidable force, made it a hat-trick of volleyball triumphs.

What really made the event spectacular was the sight of parishioners coming together as a single,
close-knit family. Sincere appreciation goes out to the referees for taking time out from their busy
schedules and ensuring smooth conduct of the matches. The impeccable teamwork showcased by
our spirited youth in the 3 weeks of preparation and the execution undoubtedly transformed the

event into a resounding success.

As the echoes of cheers and camaraderie linger in our memories, we extend sincere thanks to our
parish fathers for their constant support, the church and school staff and everyone who contributed
to make the Louisian Sports Meet a grand success. It was not merely a competition; it was a

celebration of sportsmanship, unity and the indomitable spirit of our parish community.

Andrea Sebastian
Youth President
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