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Dear Parishioners,

This issue will bring you a
Raleidoscopic view of the
activities at our parish.
Furthermore, as the Assembly
Elections are around the comer
on 13th October 2009, His
Eminence Oswald Cardinal
Gracias our shepherd has urged
us all to pray daily for a good
government. Secondly, he has
reminded all parishioners to
exercise their franchise as a right
and duty. And thirdly, to vote
Jfor candidates who are clean and
have a record of working
selflessly for the people; and
who work to alleviate the
sufferings of the poor and
underprivileged in our society.
To all our parishioners who will
be taking a short break from the
daily routine of work or studies
we wish you all a relaxing and
invigorating holiday.

Fr. Leo D 'Souza, c.s.c.

SAMACHAR

Sarvajanik Ekta Voice Association (SEVA)

The Civic and Political Cell of St. Louis Church came into being on 14th January
2009 and later named ‘Sarvajanik Ekta Voice Association (SEVA). The celi
immediately set its eyes on politics as the Lok Sabha elections was the flavor of
the season. SEVA approached the Election Registration Office (ERO) at Dahisar
to learn election related work and received permission to conduct exercises at
St. Louis. Action for good Governance and Networking in India (AGNI) and SEVA
have worked hand-in-hand and count on each other for election related projects
throughout the city. Armed with laptops and data provided by AGNI, a drive was
conducted for three weeks in a row wherein parishioners were helped to register
as new voters, get I cards and errors rectified. Many people benefited from the
drive including people of other faiths. Members attended several training sessions
and meetings to prepare for the elections. SEVA also played an important role in
the ‘Meet Your Candidate’ program along with the cell from IC Church. Volunteers
appealed to parishioners to vote on polling day verbally and with posters and
banners. On the day of elections SEVA volunteers were present throughout the
day to guide people in the voting processes.

After a summer break, SEVA began preparing for another election, this time the
Assembly. Voter registration drive was conducted again on three consecutive
Sundays for about 3 hours. In the midst of election work, SEVA and Fr. J ohnny
helped Holy Spirit Hospital, Andheri to conduct a blood donation drive at St. Louis.
More than 50 persons donated blood making the drive a huge success. The Cell
has supported the election officials conduct voter I-Card drive in and around
Dahisar. The cell is gearing up for the upcoming elections scheduled on October
13, 2009 and expects a repeat performance of the previous election. SEVA wishes
to see the community as informed and involved in the day-to-day working of the
city. Austin Nazareth of AGNI wrote a letter tq “The Examiner” outlining SEVA'’s
contribution to the community. Without a doubt, the co-operation of our Priests
and parishioners has enabled SEVA to become a cell that has achieved so much
in so little time.
Cleston D’Costa
Jt. Secretary
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The month of October is
specially dedicated to our Lady.

meaningfully. We often do not
. get the time to pray the rosary.

The Rosary Awonderful Gift from our Mother

her image, we feel her presence amongst us, We
worship only God. We honour her and so every decade
that is said, we offer our intentions to her. She is a
strong inteceder and close to Jesus. She is our mother
and through her‘ prayers our intentions will surely be

recite the rosary

¥ The statue of our Lady comes to
every home. On this occasion, we welcome and honour
her with flowers and lighting candles and singing the
hymns. We join as one united family and recite the
powerful rosary. There is joy and oneness amongst us.

Mother Mary was chosen by God. She was a simple
and humble woman by nature. When we recite the
rosary, we are not worshipping the statue. But through

answered,

The rosary is nothing but a treasure of graces. It is
a powerful weapon against every power stopping our
prayer from being heard. The Rosary brings blessings
and protection to our home. It is really a wonderful
and powerful gift from a mother to her children.

Cluster Group- Navagaon Sector II
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with the family 0,

It was truly a fam
affair with Velankg, I
Mass Centre. It wyg |
that each and eve
member was g P
the family and 3 spi
of unity was Visible |

arg

everyone's face. T
main attraction of {
which
draped with bright peacock blue coloured sarj.
preparation of the feast. nine days ol Novenas sta
on 30/08/09. Each sector, under the leadership of th,
link persons and co-ordinators. conducted the novep
meaningfully based on themes from the life of My
The Youth Members took the responsibility
conducting the services with a beautiful choir, grém
chocolates. and cakes. Each day’s Novena highlight
the spirit of sharing. Every member of the communj
was overjoved with the experience. Nonperishable iten
were offered during the offertory symbolizing the spii
of joy of giving. These items were distributed ammn
the needy in the Centre.

Centre was a statue ot our Mother Mary,

Fr. Vino our sector priest took special interest
guiding and overseeing the preparation for
Eucharist and novena preparations. Fr. Leo inspir

us all with thought-provoking homilies. M

Glimpses of old traditions was noticed. whe 2!
members distributed -home made sweets. laddu:
payasam and kher at the end of the meal; thu
sweetening the Birthday of our Mother Mary. Keep p
up Velankanni Centre - Dahisar (East). C

Francis D'Souz 4
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Womens Cell ;

The women's cell set up a stall in the church ©F 3
Louis feast and the feast of Nativity to raise funds ©
the school building. The stalls were set up fio™ ‘1.
10th of August to the Sth. of September. Many ’Mm(l
donated home made food for the stall. Som¢ ”‘:‘1 |
financial donations. We collected Rs.20.000 and &
it to Fr. Leo our Parish Priest.
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THE BIBLE IS A LIBRARY OF BOOKS:

OLD TESTAMENT

History and Law : The Pentateuch (Torah in Hebrew)
Genesis Leviticus Deuteronomy
Exodus Numbers
History: :
Joshua 1 & 2 Samuel Ezra
Judges 1 & 2 Kings Nehemiah
Ruth 1 & 2 Chronicles Esther
Drama, Poetry, Proverbs
Job Proverbs Song of Solomon
Psalms Ecclesiastes
Prophecy, Poetry History : The Prophets
‘ Isaiah Hosea Jonah Zephaniah
Jeremiah Joel Micah Haggai
Ezekiel Amos Nahum Zachariah
Daniel Obandiah Habakkuk Malachi
Apocrypha or Deuterocanonical Books: '
Tobit 1 & 2 Maccabees Ecclesiasticus (Sirach)
Jodith Wisdom Baruch
NEW TESTAMENT
Biography, History : Jesus and the Early Church
The Gospel According to Mathew
The Gospel According to Mark
The Gospel According to Luke
The Gospel According to John
Acts of the Apostles by Luke
Letters Romans Philippians Titus 1 & 2 Peter
* 1 & 2 Corinthians Colossians Philemon 1,2 & 3 John
Galatians 1 & 2 Thessalonians Hebrews Jude
Ephesians 1 & 2 Timothy James
Letters, Prophecy : Revelation.

Novena in honour of the Nativity of Our Lady

The Novena in honour of the Nativity of our Blessed
Mother took place from 30th August to 7 September
2009. The children of the Sunday school together with
their animators conducted the English novena at the
7.15 pm Mass. It would be worth mentioning the
themes chosen for the novena, which were thought-
provoking and spiritually enriching, not only for the
children but for the adults as well.

¢ Mary lived in God's presence and experienced His

Blessings.
¢ Mary always stayed awake / alert for God
Mary like Jesus carried on doing God's work with
zeal
Mary's trust in God deepened her faith
Mary lived her life with perfection.
Mary followed the law of love
Mary believed and listened to the Messiah

Mary experienced God's absolute, infinite and
eternal love

Mary Mother and Nurturer of the Church.

*

* ¢ & o @

*

The children brought to life the themes by an
enactment of a 2 minute skit on each day. One could
see the joyful overflow of enthusiasm and zeal. It was
touching to hear the Word of God proclaimed from the
lips of little children. 1 am convinced that the prayers
of our children have already brought down abundant
blessing on our Parish Community. Well done children!
The Marathi novena was also attended in full strength
by our parishioners at the 6:30 pm Mass. Soul stirring
homilies were preached by guest priests. The Marathi
choir, which was in full attendance, made the
celebration of the Eucharist a pure joy. The devotion
we have for Mary our Mother was very evident in the
way the novenas were conducted. May we continue to
honour Mary, Mother of the Church and our Mother by

living in the way Mary lived ? ,
: Patritia Bhat
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A Trip Top To Bandra Fy;,

191h September 2009 has left a lasting impact on the
students of Std. VIl and ViIL. Nowadays feast goes g

and food.

The legend that goes from centuries is 1hat the s1a1ye
Mary was found floating by 2 fisherman in the Arabig, Bes

fisherman had dreamt of a Mother Mary floating in the 5., s
happened after two days. According to the legend, e dn.::] |
lowards Mother Mary was renewed in the 18th century e,
Iries were hit by an epidemic : plague. “

The students of VIl and VIil went on a pilgrimage 25 2 pag o
topic of our Faith Formation * Pilgrimage’

We lefl al 10.45 from the Church premises and reacheq wilh,
period of one hour. The Children had a ot of enthusiagm, ¢,
about with the mission . We had 1o inlerview some people 2 5,
of our practical pilgrimage project. The people we intervigygy
as follows.

Br, Karunakar:

He said his name meant lovable, merciful and compassionaie
was inspired by the life of Si. Francis of Assissi. The mos! 1oyge
thing he said when we asked him what sacrifices he madz o

priesthood life was that he did not make any sacrificz, It was Jew
who made the sacrifice and he was jusl the one who took pari
It was his own will to become 2 priest but his parents opposzq3
decision and wanied him 1o get married.

ACouple : Mr. and Mr's D’mello :

Mr. D’'mello told us about the legend that is mentionsd above
has been a parishioner of the Mount Mary Church Since his ch
hood he always eagerly waited for the fair. He has bean cornmgy‘
Bandra from the past 40 years and he still continues it thougng
slays at Dahisar. He said that devotion 1o Mother WMary has

changed. He has many favours granted 1o him from Mother zg,
Shopkeeper : o

He told us that devotion of Mother Mary has been staried from =
18th century but il still continues and there is a ot of change in avB
person who gomes here. His shop is present there from 16 y22°
He said thal he had much profit in the earlier times compar
today. He also specified that there are more Hindus than Chez
tians coming here and thal hurts a little. E

Sr. Arokia : They didn't have any aim or didn't even think of baco=
ing a sister. But her life changed. Her parents always thought hei=
be devoted to God from childhood. By-her own will and by the s
port of her parents she became a sister Sr. Arokia said that peoj}
came to worship our lady and Mother Mary has touched many liv

Mrs. Fatima Menezes : -

She thought of becoming a2 nun when she was 15 years old. 5"
lives in Bandra from her childhood. She was born in Goa. She 2™
told us that people came here to visit Mother Mary and attend No
nas. Everybody who comes here comes with a balief in Mot
Mary that She will grant them their wishes. The most touthing thi
she told us when we asked her about.a miracie which took placs
her life ? She told us that every new day is a biggest miraole
everyone’s life.

The question we asked were :
1) What is the legend 7 2) About the Experience
3) Miracles that changed their life.

After visiting Mount Mary, Bandra we have been touched by Man
spirituality and humility and have felt Her presence in our lives. V
sincerely thank the Fathers and Catechism feachers for motivatr
us to go on this pilgrimage and helping us 1o be spiritually fouch
by Mother Mary.
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Rachel Ferrao and Nia CarnzF
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