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CALLED TO EXPERIENCE NEW LIFE AT EASTER

To what newness are we called to in our parish this
Easter? To what must we die in order to rise
transformed? What old yeast must we cast off in
order that we might be fresh dough? Ours is a world
of violence, of prejudice, of indifference. Too often
we harbor feelings of anger and resentment,  of
selfishness and disdain. Easter proclaims that Christ
has died and has risen; with him we die to all the evil
and wickedness in our lives and in our world, to set
our hearts on higher things in sincerity and truth.

Though we know well the Easter story, we never fully
grasp its meaning. - Like the first believers, we
continue to live with our dashed hopes and our
misunderstanding of God’s mysterious power. Like
the first believers we come to the tomb and expect to
find death, but instead we find signs of a new life we
cannot even begin to comprehend. Like the first
believers, we do not realize that history has been
broken open and is now filled with the resurrected
presence of Christ. The one who was maliciously
singled out and shamefully hung on a tree was really
the one set apart by God to judge the living and the
dead. Who can comprehend such a paradox?

This same resurrected power works in our lives today.
Christianity is a resurrection religion. It believes that
the risen Christ has turned all our sunsets into dawns.
It means that the silver thread of resurrection runs
through believers of our own time, freeing them to a
new relationship with God and to a new bond of love
with others, empowering them to realize their own
human potential in a new way and sustaining them
through the struggles and trials, hardships and pains
of human life until they triumph. Every time we
experience new life in Christ, we are also rising again.

We experience the new life of the risen Lord when we
are forgiven by God of our sins and reconciled with
him.  “Every one who believes in Jesus has
forgiveness of sins through his name” (Acts 10:43),
We experience the new life of the risen Jesus when we
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ourselves forgive those who have offended us. The -
burden of a grudge is a heavy load; our grudges limit
only our own freedom. But when the grace of Christ’s
resurrection heals our memories, the load of
unforgiveness is lified and we experience great joy
and freedom. Our memories will not be erased, but
they will no longer cause us pain.

We experience the new life of Easter, when we are
able to pull through our personal calvaries such as
severe depression because we trusted in the Lord.
You and I know what depression is. It is to feel
oneself sinking lower and lower. Yet, even if one
were to reach the lowest depths, if only one places all
trust in Jesus Christ, one will experience an inward
peace. Upon the surface a rough tempest may still be
raging, but still one will experience a blessed
quietness in the deep caverns of one’s soul. That s the
rising of Jesus again. We experience the new life of
the risen Jesus when through sheer persistent
endeavour we are able to overcome even permanent
physical handicaps and live our life to the full.

We experience the new life of the risen Lord not only
as individuals but also as a community. Where there
is communal brokenness there is possibility of
communal resurrection. The violence of some of our
cities, the incquality of wealth, opportunity and its -
consequent sense of injustice, the prevailing
prejudices, the discrimination against classes and
color are among the many examples of our broken
world, But there have been men and women in the
world anointed by the Holy Spirit with God’s power
as Jesus was who put up peaceful fights to deliver the
oppressed people from their communal calvaries
leading them to a new life. Therefore Jesus is rising
againand again. We don’tneed to wait until we die to
share in the power of Christ’s resurrection.

We can have our personal and communal resurrection
here and now as our fears turn into Jjoy, doubts into
Contd..... Page 3
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Contd.... From Page 1 (Called to Experience New Life at Easter)
belief and disappointments into hope.

It is significant that the Risen Christ appeared only to
those who believed in him, not to the Pharisees, the
Scribes, the crowds. He was not interested in proving
anything to the general public. He wanted only to
rebuild his community of disciples, and to make their
love for him powerful enough to take the world by
storm. The Risen Christ accomplishes this through

his Spirit.

The Resurrection of Jesus is not just an event of the
past. It is a reality of the present and the future. The
Risen Lord is alive today in the spirit everywhere.
He teaches, heals and inspires. He exerts a powerful
influence over the hearts of all people. The
resurrection of Jesus then has to be symbolically
reflected in the lives of all the members of our parish.
The Risen Lord should be made to enter the cave
which we have retreated into after his crucifixion: the
cave of darkness, doubt, despair, fear and frustration.
It is into this cave that the Spirit of the Risen Lord has
to infuse new Life, Peace and Joy.

Easter in the final analysis is the victory of the Good
against the Bad, of Life over Death. God who came to
participate in our History, taught us the Road,
transmits to us Life, and helps us to find Truth. Can
this Easter mean recovering our sight and learning to
see the needs of the poor as more important than our
individual needs? For this to happen we would have
to re-envision the priorities of our individual and
communal life at St. Louis Church, Dahisar.

—Fr. Leo D’Souza, c.s.c
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FRITH CELEBRATION

1" February has left a lasting impact on our lives. The
children of Std VII & VI1II went for faith formation on
this day to St. Anne’s School. We were given the topic

“LEADERSHIP”. We had to prepare chat shows,
charts, and skits to give information to the other

parishes.

This quest for knowledge of leadership started in the
4" week of December. This hard work continued till
end of January. There were tasks given to Std VII and
VIII. Std VIII was given the responsibility of

preparing charts.

The charts were as follows:-
Freedom fighters / Good and Bad leaders /
Leaders in crisis / Leadership /
Solitary leader — Jesus Christ / Charismatic leader

Std VIII interviewed a few leaders:-
Diago Tuscano (Principal) / Brazil Colaco /
Sheetal Mhatre (Municipal Corporatoer) /
Edwin Britto / Fr. Leo (Parish Priest)

A chat show was prepared on the topic of Leadership.
No child hesitated to take part. Everybody was
enthusiastic. @~ Few children of our parish
communicated with the other parishes by enacting

different leaders like:

Mahatma Gandhi / Subhash Chandra Bose /
Mother Teresa / Jesus

We took videos of the different persons who were
interviewed to show to the other parish leaders. There
were about 7 parishes who were given different
Each one’s preparation was unique and

topics.
beautiful. The topics emphasized during this faith
formation were:-

Housing / Bonded labour / Poverty / Pollution /
Inequalities / Leadership

We thank our teachers Mrs. Paskin, Ms. Perpetual and
Ms. Deelen for giving us this opportunity to witness
such a beautiful faith formation. It would not have
been possible without the help of the teachers and the

students.
— Nia Carnelio, Rachel Ferrao



BOX INTENTIONS - THINKING OUT OF THE BOX

- a few stray thoughts -

Some years ago, 1 had approached Fr. Bombacha,
(when he was with us at St. Louis), to offer a Mass for
the souls of my departed parents. He took down their
names. We talked for a while, and while leaving I left
some cash with him, as a token. He looked a bit
puzzled and said, “I don’t have change.” 1 asked
“Why?” He replied, “I need to give you some money
back.” (I knew that the Diocese has fixed an amount
for each Mass) I told him that I did not subscribe to the
view that the Mass is a saleable commodity nor would
I give him any money if I didn’t have any. What I
gave was only a token and had nothing to do with the
fees for the Mass. Fr. Bombacha was impressed with
this new way of looking at things and agreed that this
is how it should be done.

Coming back to the present, I am thankful, that Fr.
Leo has obliged us with a BOX where anyone, who
wants to offer a Mass, can write the intention and drop
it in that box. A sort of — BOX INTENTION. The
idea being, that even if someone cannot afford to pay,
one can still offer Masses for the near and dear ones,
or in praise and thanksgiving to God. A noble deed,
just as it should be. The Eucharist, the supreme
sacrifice, the memorial of the Lord’s supper, passion,
death and resurrection — is the ONLY perfect form of
worship, sacrifice or prayer — it is INVALUABLE,
one cannot and should not put an MRP oniit.

So, why should we pay? Or for that matter, why
should anyone pay? There are reasons aplenty. The
priests are mortal too, and as such, they cannot
survive on prayer and fresh air alone. The church
building requires maintenance; there are numerous
overheads, fixed and variable costs. Hence there is a
need to contribute generously and regularly.

The question is: How much? The Bible is one book
where one finds no ambiguity, no beating around the
bush (burning or otherwise!). It says, “You MUST
pay the tithe i.e. 10 percent of all your carnings.” —
perks, fringe benefits included although one can
safely assume that the taxes are exempt!

I have many Christian friends, who religiously issue a
cheque for 10% of their bank balance on the 1" of

every month to their church or for society dues,
insurance premium or electricity charges etc. Ihave
some more Muslim friends, who during the month of
Ramadan, evaluate their property — gold ornaments
and bank balance included —and give 10% zakat.

The Catholic Church is more humane. We are askeda
nominal fee for the Masses, only 1% for community
welfare fund. Even this, many of us either forget or
find difficult to pay. The interesting aspect is
offertory. We sing about what gifts we can offer, but
some of us, discretely avoid dipping our hands into
our pockets and purses. It is a simple voluntary
gesture that could give so much meaning to our prayer
/ sacrifice.

Coming back to the BOX INTENTIONS, I personally
feel, and it is a viable option to many of us, to be
generous, without being obtrusive, so that only our
Father, who sees in secret knows. And believe me he
gives a hundred fold and more, in return. Want to

check it out?
— S. Saldanha.

PS: You are welcome to send your comments,
reaction on this issue to the Editor or mail it to
saldanha sal@rediffmail.com

KARAIROS 2008

It was the most wonderful experience the youth, could
ever have as Kairos the All India Youth Convention
held on December 27" to 29" at Vidyavihar seemingly
changed their lives forever. The programme lasted 3
days with praise, worship and the Word of God.
Kairos is held once in every four years and we were
indeed fortunate that it was held in our own city.
Youth from all parts of India gathered together to
worship the Lord. Br.Mark Nino was the preacher on
the first day and he made a deep impact on the youth.
From our parish 15 youth participated in the
programme. Every state had something different to
offer and we benefitted tremendously from what we
learnt.
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FATHER FORGIVE THEM

Graham Staines wife was asked, “Could you forgive
Dara Singh who poured fuel on a jeep and burnt to death
your husband with your two innocent sons.” Despite
the agony of what she must have gone through each
night hearing the screams of her two dead children and
her husband who were mercilessly reduced to a
blackened mass of roasting flesh, she uttered seven
words of Christ, “Father forgive them for they know not
what they do!” Any other widow would have probably
been broken, and shattered with such a cruel death. But
with such a powerfull spirit of forgiveness she was able
to forgive and to hold her head high again.

The late Pope John Paul II who met and forgave his
would be assassin, the Turkish - Mercenary, Mehmet
Aliagca. The dignity with which Priyanka Gandhi went
to forgive her father’s assassin is appreciable. Mahatma
Gandhi forgave his assassins even as he was dying.
Hemant Karkare’s daughter said ‘don’t punish my
father’s assassin, Kasab, but try to make him realize the
wrong teaching of “Jihaad” and rehabilitate him to be a
good man and to lead a good life’. Forgiveness is the
balm that heals the wounds of hatred, anger, egoism,
hypocrisy, greed and jealously. An eye for an eyeand a
tooth for a tooth is beastly conduct, where as forgiveness
for an offence is divine. We need profound and deep
love to forgive but need more humility to ask
forgiveness. Itis the prime virtue and this very virtue of
forgiveness can bring us closer to others.

At times we say, I can only forgive but I can’t forget.
This is another way of saying, I will not forgive.
Forgiveness ought to be like a cancelled note-torn in two
and burned up. When we forgive, we stop feeling
resentful; there is no more indignation or anger against
another for a perceived offence, difference or mistake;
there is no clamour for punishment. It means the end of
violence. Anger begets more anger but forgiveness and
love beget more forgiveness and love. Forgiveness is a
way to a life of love, friendship, peace and harmony
which protect us from harmful emotions which cause
havoc with one’s mental well - being.

Forgiving others we ourselves are forgiven. The
parable of the “Unforgiving Servant” reminds us that
God’s gracious forgiveness cannot be only accepted and
hoarded for oneself. It has to be passed on to others as
well. “If you are offering your gift at the altar and there

remember that your brother has something against you
leave there your gift before the altar and g0 your way.
First be reconciled to your brother and then come and
offer your gift. (Mt23:28)".

“If you don’t forgive others neither will your father
forgive your trespassers” (Mt 6:14-15). Once forgiven
we seek to foster genuine and deep feelings of
communion not only with God but also with all human
kind and all creation as well. When we genuinely accept
God’s gift of forgiveness, we remove all blocks that
hinder our communication with God and others.

Forgiveness is absolutely crucial if there is to be peace
of mind or harmony in this world. If we cannot forgive,
then there is no possibility of any relationships
surviving atany level. By holding on to the burning fire,
we are in fact torturing ourselves. If we keep that
burning coal in our heart, it will burn to ashes all our
virtues and spiritual qualities and will make us
miserable. If we withhold the free choice to forgive
someone, we remain a victim of whoever has hurt or
abused us. As we give the gift of forgiveness we are
healed. Forgiveness actually means to be a well wisher
of our persecutors and think in terms of their welfare.
Unforgiveness means breaking the bridge which we
must cross in order to be forgiven for all the improper
things that we have done.

Our Lord’s prayer, “Forgive me as I forgive others who
have trespassed against me. When Jesus was on the
crucifix beaten, tortured and blasphemed his last prayer
was “Father forgive them for they know not what they
do”. Itissaid that forgiveness is the fragrance of a sweet
smelling flower on the heel that has just crushed it.
Jesus died to save us from every stain of sin, every pain
of sin and every shame of sin.

We may be too hurt to forgive but we know that by
forgiving we will be relieved of the poison of this hatred
or resentment or guilt. We will be forgiven if we
forgive.

— Mr. Diago Tuscanno
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INTER - RELIGIOUS MEETING
ON RELIGIOUS TOLERANCE

Mr. Diago the key coordinator along with Fr. Leo,
Fr: J ohny' and the members of the committee arranged
this meeting on 18" March Wednesday at 7:00p.m.

There were 8 speakers from different religious faiths.
All the speakers spoke from their different religious
scriptures on the need to foster more religious
tolerance in India and to promote religious freedom
and harmony in our country. Fr. Leo D’Souza, .5.C.
was one of the speakers to give a Christian
perspective on the theme of religious tolerance.

Mr. Charlie proposed the vote of thanks,
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FIRST WOMEN'S DAY CELEBRATION IN ST LOUIS PARISH

A group of the women of St. Louis parish came together to celebrate the first Women’s Day celebrations in the
Parish on 11" March at 7.00 p.m. in the stilt area. Around 300 women of our parish were present. There was a
short talk by Fr. Leo D’Souza, c.s.c. our Parish Priest, who extolled the role of Women in society and the key role
they play at the negotiating table due to their first hand experience of the lived reality at the grass root level.
Women he said have fashioned human beings and kept civilizations alive. The love and sacrifice of women in all
fields of live especially in the context of the family was commended upon by Fr. Leo. As a parish community at St.
Louis he focused on the need to promote a culture that recognizes the dignity and rights of women and promote
gender equality in all spheres of life. Fr. Leo furthermore, emphasized that nobody can empower a woman except
herself by building here inner strength and stamina others can only assist women in reaching this goal of
empowerment of women. Though the Indian women are worshipped as goddesses there are still atrocities
committed against women. Every third minute a case of violence is registered against women. Every day, 50
cases of dowry related violence are reported and every 29 minutes, a woman is raped. These statistics cast a shame
on our attitude towards women. Mr. Willie Sirsat of the Civic and Political Cell of I.C. Parish also praised the
women of the parish for coming together for the first time in organizing a special program to celebrate Women'’s
Day. There were games, a cultural program especially the ramp show of couples from different regions of India
enacted by the women of our parish and a meal sponsored by Brazil Caterers and Ice cream sponsored by the
Women’s Association of I. C. Colony.

RECOLLECTION IN MARATHI AND ENGLISH

On Sunday 22™ March we had a recollection for the Marathi speaking parishioners. The recollection was well
attended by the Marathi speaking parishioners as the Church was packed to capacity. Fr. Paul was the main
preacher and all the parishioners who attended the recollection were prepared very well for confession. God was
present in our midst through his mercy and forgiveness and all the participants went home being reconciled with
God and their neighbour. One could notice the peace and serenity on the faces of all the participants of this

recollection.

On Sunday 29" March we had a recollection for the English speaking parishioners of our parish. It was organized
by the St. Louis Prayer Group with speakers from the charismatic movement. The personal testimonies of the
speakers who broke the word of God created a deep impact on all those who attended the recollection. Once again
the Church was packed to capacity. We had four priests for confession who sat for confession from 12.00 noon to
4,00 p.m. The response from the participants was very positive and they said that they were looking forward to
more recollections in the near future.
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THE LJFE IN THE SPIRIT SEMINARS

The prayer group planned the Life in the Spirit Seminar for five Mondays and more than 300 people attended each
Monday.
{ The topics were as follows:-

(1) God’s love by Victor Pereira

(2) Sin and Repentance by Ruby Cerejo
(3) Salvation by Francis D’Souza
(4) New Life and Lordship of Jesus by Luz Maria Engineer

(5) Baptism of the Holy Spirit — gifts and fruits by Leela Moreas

Each topic was well shared and Jesus Christ as our personal Lord and Saviour was well brought out.

The praise and worship was led by the respective prayer groups of Don Bosco youth / St. Louis Church, Dahisar /
Lily of the Valley, Mira Road /I.C. Church, Borivali/ Living Waters, Orlem, Malad.

BORIVLI DEANERY UTSAV

“Borivli Deanery Utsav” was hosted by the Immaculate Conception Church (1. C. Church), Borivali West on
22" Feb, 2009 to commemorate the 25" year of the Small Christian Community (S.C.C.) movement in Mumbai.
The utsav was held on the St. Francis D’assisi grounds between 8.00a.m. and 3.00p.m.

Fr. Franklyn Mathias, the Parish Priest of I. C. Church, along with Fr. Benher, an active organizer, welcomed the
teams and inaugurated the utsav.

All members from S.C.C. and various cells and associations shared their experiences and provided information
about the happenings in their parishes.

St. Louis Church, Dahisar (W) was the winning team in Women’s Throw Ball.
&

5" STD student from St. Louis Church won the 3™ prize in Drawing competition.
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EXPERIENCE THE FOOTSTEPS OF

JESUS
INTHE LAND OF THE BIBLE

Holy Land Tour to JORDAN, ISRAEL & EGYPT in OCTOBER 2009

For registration & further details please contact
Ronnie Almeida - Mobile# 9821882657
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='|]= HOLY WEEK PROGRAMME .:['f.

1. 5th April 2009 - PALM SUNDAY OF OUR LORD’S PASSION.

Masses as usual at 07:00 a.m, 08:00 a.m, 09:15 a.m.
05:30 p.m Bi-lingual Mass and ENACTMENT OF VERONICA followed by preaching at 06:30 p.m

2. THE PASCAL TRIDUUM
a. 9th April 2009 - MAUNDAY THURSDAY

MASS for SICK at 05:00 p.m
EVENING MASS OF THE LORD’S SUPPER AT 07:00 p.m followed by

ADORATION from 09:00 p.m to 10:00 p.m.

b.10th April 2009 - GOOD FRIDAY
WAY OF THE CROSS
KONKANI AT - 07:00 am. / MARATHI AT - 08:00 a.m.
ENGLISH AT - 09:00 am. / CHILDREN AT - 10:00 a.m
GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE AT 06:00 p.m

c. 11th April 2009 - HOLY SATURDAY
EASTER VIGIL SERVICE AT 08:30 p.m

3. 12th April 2009 - EASTER SUNDAY
MASSES AS ON SUNDAYS.
MARATHI AT - 08:00 a.m. / ENGLISH AT - 09:15 a.m.
ENGLISH AT - 09:00 a.m. (At Vailankanni Mass Centre)

NO EVENING MASS.
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ITS aUIZ TIME AGAIN....

01. Who was Moses’ wife?
02. Who wrestled with an angel?
03. What is one of the best fruits of the Spirit?
04. What sign of God was promised to Noah?
05. Who was Moses’ mother?

06. What was the Leaven of the Pharisees?
07. What is Christ usually called?
08. Which place is associated with Cedars?
09. Who divided the Jordan?

10. Who sat at the Lord’s feet?

sesess

ANSWER TO CHRISTMAS QuUulZz

Answer 01 - A bright star appeared in the Eastern sky.

Answer 02 - The virgin will give birth to a son and he will be called “Emmanuel.”
Answer 03 - “1 am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me as you have said.”
Answer 04 - St. Francis of Assisi.

Answer 05 - The Miseltoe.

Answer 06 - The Angels.

Answer 07 - Of love and light.

Answer 08 - Gold for royalty, frankincense for divinity and myrrh for suffering.
Answer 09 - The reindeer.

Answer 10 - Gospel of St. Mathew.

Page No. 11

Louisian Samachar - Jan 09 to Mar 09 *** Parish Bulletin of St. Louis Church, Dahisar, Mumbai,




