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“Breaking the word of God in our families and sharing the bread with the needy”
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Easter: Celebration Of Life In A New Way

The temporary
darkness that envelops
the congregation
gathered to celebrate
the Easter Vigil is
dispelled by the power of
ONE candle. This is no
ordinary candle. The
Pascal candle lit from
the Easter fire has the
ability to illuminate the
entire church and
banish the darkness of
our sins already [
redeemed by our Lord's
supreme sacrifice. The R4
flame from this one candle is shared and dlffused
throughout the faithful until hundreds of reflections
of that light bathe the entire church in a warm glow.
All this is a manifestation of the power of the
resurrected Christ to cast out the darkness of our lives.

It is part of human weakness to despair and lose
our way in the dark. On a personal level, a catastrophe
can knock us off our feet like serious illness, accident
or a bereavement. At the family level, we can engage
in destructive behaviour because of feelings of ill-will
and ego. At the community level, we can make
impulsive decisions that endanger our long-term well-
being in society.

A small boy who was consistently late coming
home from school. His parents warned him one day
that he must be home on time, but nevertheless he
arrived later than ever. His mother met him at the
door and said nothing.

At dinner that night, the boy looked at his plate.
There was a slice of bread and a glass of water. He
looked at his father's full plate and then at his father,
but his father remained silent. The boy was crushed.

The father waited for the full impact to sink in,
then quietly took the boy's plate and placed it in front
of himself. He took his own plate of meat and potatoes,
put it in front of the boy, and smiled at his son. When
that boy grew to be a man, he said, “All my life I've
known what God is like by what my father did that
night.”
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Where do we find the guidance to help us get back
on track when darkness takes over? For many people
struggling with darkness in their lives, associations
such as SCC, Prayer Groups, St. Vincent de Paul
Society, Legion of Mary, Youth Group, Ladies of Sodality
and such other selfless associations of our parish
animated by their faith could be the light that acts as
a beacon of hope. Like the power of one candle, may
these associations shine and dispel the darkness in
another's life and be the light at the end of the tunnel.
And, taken together, all of those candles have the
power to bathe our communities in the warm glow of
compassion that leads to opportunity for every fellow
human being. A helping hand, a kind word, a
necessary resource shared can be the spark that
provides light where before there was none.

This Easter celebration of new life, of light
overcoming darkness gives us the hope and faith that
will show us the way throughout this coming year.
Let us reflect the light of the Easter candle to all those
we meet, especially to those of our brethren who are
looking for a way out of darkness in their lives. Dear
parishioners, let us celebrate life in a new way by
being a spark that provides light for others by being a
part of numerous cells and associations flourishing
in our parish. May the peace of the Risen Lord be
with you and family always. Wishing you all a Happy
Easter.

Fr. Martin, C.S.C
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Sportspersons warm up before a
match to prepare themselves to
face its challenges. So too, we
need warming during these 40
days of Lent to prepare ourselves
spiritually for Easter. During this
period we engage in three spiritual excercises; prayer,
fasting and almsgiving. Five Sundays of Lent help us
in soul. Scarching and taking stock. The liturgy and
the word of God on these five Sundays reveal the true
spirit of the Lenten Season to faithful seekers.

On Good Friday, the disciples were deeply and bitterly
disappointed when Christ was crucified. They had
hoped that Jesus was the one to set them free. Today,
our governance is in shambles. She state of security
is in tatters. Health and poverty alleviation schemes
are in bad shape. Violence against women, rapes,
scams, vandalism, targeted attack on our Churches
in Delhi and other parts of India. Religious right wing
accussing Christians of forced conversions, RSS chief
Mohan Bhagwat ascribed motive to Mother Teresas'
work, saying that her agenda was conversion.

All our dreams are in pieces. Darkness looms over the
nation especially the Christians with no ray of hope in
sight. Christ demonstrated by this life on earth that
the ‘death resurrection journey’ is the only way of living
the sacrificial love of God that is essential to the Easter
Story of Christ's New and Eternal life. He is alive not
just after death, but here and now, Christ is
everywhere. The disciples found him in the breaking

Easter - resurrection of Jesus

of the bread. He appeared to them and said, “ Wherever
two or three are gathered in my name, I am there in
thier midst and also said that I am with you always,
even to the end of the world.”

With the risen Lord, we confront sickness, despair and
come through that valley of darkness. We follow Christ
himself in this pilgrimage from death to life, confident
that god opens the way before us. Dying and rising are
an integral part of undying love of Christ that we are
committed to in order to stand on the side of justice,
mercy and peace. The season of lent is time for us to
open our hearts and allow Lord to transform our life.

Love is the eye, which enables us see and understand
the resurrection. That is why, after the resurrection
some saw Jesus but others did not, some understood
the resurrection while others did not. Those with the
eyes of faith saw and understood. Those without the
eyes of love either didn't see anything or were
perplexed or upset by what they did see.

Christ is risen, though we might not see Him! Whether
we see or not and what precisely we do see depends
mainly in what's going on inside our own hearts. For
Jesus' broken body will sanctify and blood will wash us
clean of all our sinfulness on Good friday. This in turn
will illumine and transform our old selves into new
selves. Lent leads us to fulfillment and culmination in
the resurrection of Jesus on Easter Day.
Happy Easter!

Diago Tuscano
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(CLASS | TO CLASS IX)

FROM 20™ APRIL TO 15™ MAY, 2015

Forms will be available in the
parish office from April 1%, 2015.
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EASTER: CELEBRATION OF LIFE IN A NEW WAY

The temporary darkness that
envelops the congregation

athered to celebrate the
Easter Vigil is dispelled by the
power of ONE candle.This is no
ordinarycandle. The Pascal
candle lit from the Easter fire
has the ability to illuminate the
entire church and banish the
darkness of our sins already
redeemed by our Lord's
supreme sacrifice. The flame
from this one candle is shared
and diffused throughout the faithful until hundreds of
reflections of that light bathe the entire church in a
warm glow. All this is a manifestation of the power of
{he resurrected Christ to cast out the darkness of our
IVES.

It is part of human weakness to despair and lose our
way in the dark. On a personal level, a catastrophe
can knock us off our feet like serious illness, accident
or a bereavement. At the family level, we can engage
in destructive behaviour because of feelings of ill-will
andego. At the community level, we can make
impulsive decisions that endanger our long-term well-
being in society.

A young wife had become gravely ill, then suddenly
passed away, leaving the big man alone with a wide-
eyed, flaxen-haired girl, not quite five years old. After
the burial at the small cemetery, the big man and his
little girl returned to what now seemed an empty,
lifeless house. The man brought his daughter’s little
bed into his room so they could face the emptiness of
first dark night together. As the minutes slipped by
that night, the young girl was having a dreadful time
trying to sleep...and so was her father. What could
pierce a man’s heart deeper than a child sobbing for a
mother who would never come back? After a while,
the little girl managed to stop crying—but only out of
sorrow for her father. Thinking his daughter was
asleep, the father looked up and said brokenly, “I trust
You, Father, but...it's dark as midnight” Hearing her
dad’s prayer, the little girl began to cry again. “I thought
you were asleep, baby,” he said. “Papa, I can’t even
see you, it's so dark.” Then, through her tears, the
little girl whispered, “But you love me, even if it's
dark—don’t you, Papa? Enlightened by the words of the
girl, the man prayed “Father, it’s dark as midnight. I
can't see You at all, but You love me, even when it's
dark and I can't see, don’t You?” From the blackest of
hours, the Lord touched him with new strength,
enabling him to carry on.

Where do we find the guidance to help us get back on
track when darkness takes over? For many people
struggling with darkness in their lives, associations
such as SCC, Prayer Groups, St. Vincent de Paul
Society, Legion of Mary, Youth Group, Ladies of Sodality
and such other selfless associations of our parish

animated by their faith could
be the light that acts as a
beacon of hope. Like the power
of one candle, may these
assoclations shine and dispel
the darkness in another's life
and be the light at the end of
the tunnel. And, taken
together, all of those candles
have the power to bathe our
communities in the warm glow
of compassion that leads to
opportunity for every fellow
human being. A helping hand, a kind word, a
necessary resource shared can be the spark that
provides light where before there was none.

This Easter celebration of new life, of light overcoming
darkness gives us the hope and faith that will show
us the way throughout this coming year. Let us reflect
the light of the Easter candle to all those we meet,
especially to those of our brethren who are looking for
a way out of darkness in their lives. Dear
parishioners, let us celebrate life in a new way by
being a spark that provides light for others by being a
part of numerous cells and associations flourishing
in our parish. May the peace of the Risen Lord be
with you and family always. Wishing you all a Happy

Easter.

Sound & Lights on Hire

Hector D'Souza
Mobile; 9820939012 djhector(@zerodectbel.n
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December 2014

Sodality Picnic: The sodality members along with Fr.
Ronnie and Fr. Terrance went for a trip to Goa and
Mangalore from 8" to the 13™,

SVP Christmas get-together: On 21st December, the SVP
members organised a get-together for their adopted
families after the 9.15am mass. They were entertained
with games, followed by lunch. A Christmas gift of Rs.1,
000/- was given to 40 families.

Crib competition: All the sectors of the parish participated
in the crib competition whereby St. Francis community
(Dahisar East) bagged the first prize and Holy Family
community (Kanderpada) got the second prize and Mother
Teresa Novagaon received the third Prize.

Sunday school Christmas party: It was held on December
28. The children sang the Christmas carols melodiously.
The children enjoyed the biblical housie and found it very
interesting. The party ended with snacks.

Feast of St. Andre Bessette: From 8™ to the 10th |Novena
masses in preparation for the feast of were at 6.30 p.m. in
Konkani, Marathi and English. The feast was celebrated
on 11* of January.

Mass and Holy hour for students of Std. X and Xll: On the
18™ at the 9.15 a.m. mass, the students took part in the
liturgy prepared for them by the catechists followed by
holy hour for the success of the students.

Republic day: Parishioners participated in the flag hoisting
along with the students of the school after the 7 a.m. mass.

First Holy Communion: On 1* around 27 children received
the sacrament. The liturgy was well prepared by the
catechists and each child participated in the liturgy and
the action song.

Faith formation: Students of Std VIl and VIl had faith
formation on the 8" at St.Anne’s School, Borivli. Various
projects were taken up by different parishes. Our parish
presented the project on “Bonded labour”. Thanks to the
catechists for their support and guidance.

Session for lay heads and asst. heads of associations and

cells: The Il Extraordinary General Synodal Assembly,
which will take place in Rome in October 2015, came out
with the Lineamenta on the family. This questionnaire was
filled by all the heads and asst heads of associations and
cells on the 22nd. Three groups were formed; each group
was animated by the OLCM members Mrs. Christine
Thomas, Mr. Thomas Theknath and Mrs.Jacinta Vales.

 Mareh

Recollection: On the 1% a recollection service was
organisedd by the SVP members for the adopted families.

Sunday school annual day: The Ssunday school children
put up a cultural programme with skits and dances based
on topics from their syllabus. Certificates were also given
to them.

Retreat: On the 8% and 9t a retreat was organised by the
English Charismatic Prayer group of our parish from 5.30
pm to 9.30 pm Fr. Allwyn Misquitta, SDB, conducted the
way of the cross, rosary and celebrated the Eucharist. Br.
Mario Joseph from Divine Retreat Centre, Potta,
enlightened us on family values, citing on his own personal
testimonies and stressed on giving God a prominent place
in our lives by devoting more time in prayer. The healing
service was also conducted by him. Mr. Harry Menezes
made the retreat more meaningful with the power point
presentation and singing. It concluded with an adoration
service on both the days.

Human chain: A 15 minutes peaceful protest was held on
the 14* from 6pm to 6.15pm to urge the government to
stop hate campaigns against Christians and focus on the
country’s development and good governance. A human
chain called “We are one” was formed by parishioners of
all parishes in the Bombay Archdiocese. Parishioners were
seen with placards and banners with statements saying
stop atrocities against Christians.

Confirmation: 42 students received the sacrament of
confirmation by Bishop John Rodrigues on the 15 at the

8.30 am mass. The liturgy was well prepared and organised
systematically by the catechists.

Recollection for Eucharistic Ministers: A recollection
service was organised by the archdiocese for the Borivli
and Bhayander deaneries at St. Pius seminary on the 15"
Seven of us attended the session. Fr, Gavin, a professor
from the seminary, spoke on the role of Eucharistic
Ministers in the church. He said that the purpose of the
Eucharistic Minister was not merely to administer Holy
Communion in the church and to take it to the sick and
homebound, but also to carry the passion and love of Jesus
to them by showing our love and concern towards them.
The recollection concluded with an adoration service,

followed by the answering of queri
eri
from I.C. Church. queries by Fr. Barthol Barreto

— Compiled by Cheryl Rego
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HOLY WEEK SERVICES

29t MARCH: PALM SUNDAY

8.00A.M — MARATHI

9.00AM — BLESSING OF PALMS (STILT AREA)
9.15AM — PANKIMASS CENTRE

9.15AM - ENGLISH
6.00AM - BI-LINGUAL MASS FOLLOWED BY ENACTMENT OF

VERONICA AND PREACHING
CONFESSIONS : 30™ & 31 (From 5 pm to 8 pm)
THE EASTER TRIDUM
02™APRIL - MAUNDY THURSDAY

0400 PM  — CONFESSIONS AND MASS FOR SICK AND THE
HOME BOUND.
07.00PM - LORD’SSUPPER FOLLOWED BY ADORATION

03“APRIL - GOOD FRIDAY
WAY OF THE CROSS
07.00AM - KONKANI
08.00AM — MARATHI
09.15AM — ENGLISH

6.00PM — GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE
04® APRIL - HOLY SATURDAY
08.00AM - DEVOTION TO OUR LADY OF SORROWS
© 09.00PM — EASTERVIGILSERVICE

05™ APRIL — EASTER SUNDAY
08.00AM — MARATHI
09.00AM — PANKICENTRE

JOBS IN INTERNATIONAL
CALL CENTERS

SHOULD BE FLEXIBLE TO SHIFTS

SSC /HSC/GRADUATES WITH

EXPERIENCE
GRADUATE FRESHERS CAN APPLY

SAL 15K TO 45K

lri ¢ i
CONTACT: AURY 9820587730
EMAIL : jasam94@rediffmail.com
COPPERGATE CONSULTANTS

09.15AM - ENGLISH
NO EVENING MASS

EASTER BLESSING: (FROM 4.30 PM TO 9 PM)
Monday, 06" April — St. Francis Sector, Dahisar East
Tuesday, 07 April — St. Joseph Sector, Dahisar East
Wednesday, 08" April — St. Peter Sector, Dahisar East
Thursday, 09* April Our Lady Of Lourdes Sector

' Friday, 10% April — Infant Jesus Sector
Monday, 13t April — Christi Samaj Sector
Tuesday, 14" April — Velankani Mata Sector
Wednesday, 15" April — St. Louis Sector
Thursday, 16" April  — Holy Family Sector
Friday, 17" April — Holy Trinity Sector
Monday, 20* April — Mother Teresa Sector
Tuesday, 21 April — Our Lady Of Perpetual Succor Sector

Wednesday, 22" April — Our Lady Of Fatima Sector

+ During the Summer Vacation, we will have one mass in the
morning at 7.00 a.m. in English and in the evening at 6.15
p.m. in Marathi from 6" April to 12" June.

4+ In the month of May, there will not be English and Marathi
prayer meetings.

+ There will be no Konkani Mass in the Month of May. Konkani
mass will resume on 14" of June.

+ 1% May to 31 May, Rosary at the Grotto.
Dear Parishioners,

Wish You All A Happy Easter And A New Beginning.
Parish Clergy Team & Bro. Siju.

Trust Dental Clinic
MAKER OF SMILES

Dr. Teena Miranda,s.ns.

Y

-: Mobile No.:-
97696 30939 / 887794 22615

-: Timings :-
8 a.m. to 10 p.m.

K.K. Medical Centre,
Opposite Majestic Hotel,
Kanderpada,
Dahisar (W),
Mumbai 400 068.
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Can There Be an Easter Without A Good Friday ?

I am not asking you to have negative thoughts on the
caption, but would like you to ask the toquestion to

yourself.
“Can there be an Easter without a Good Friday?”

When someone asks us as to name them the greatest
feast of them all that the Christians celebrate. We
are convinced to give them the vibrant reply as Easter.
Everyone believes in this answer and the Church
profoundly proclaims the same.

Yes Easter is the greatest feast of all. It is undoubtedly
the greatest of all celebrations. It is perhaps more than
a celebration. It is the announcement of resurrection
to the whole universe and to the whole creation.

It is no doubt that Easter is the only fact that has saved
mankind. It is the only phenomenon that has earned
us salvation. It is the solemn truth about Christianity.
It is the thing which gives life and soul to the greatest
book of all times that is the BIBLE. If Christianity is
real, if it is true, if its is meaningful it's only due to
the fact of RESURRECTION and that is Easter. If there
was no resurrection there would have been no
Christianity.

It is good to be absolutely happy about Easter and
celebrate it. When we religiously involve ourselves in
this activity we are bound to get lots of graces from
heaven. The feast of Easter itself will make us more
holy and sanctified when we truly believe in its reality.
But...but...but at the same time it is a time to sit down
and ponder and contemplate about the price which was
paid in order to earn this great feast called Easter.

Jesus Christ has done everything and enough for us

and we do not have to do anything more. If we still say
that Jesus has to do more for us then our faith is

shaking. He has lived and died according to the will of

his Father. He lived for us, He died for us, He suffered
for us. He was crucified for us, and he bore all the pain
for us only to purchase ‘resurrection’. This is the
ultimate truth about Christianity without which it
would have been meaningless and the Bible would have
been useless. Jesus literally purchased redemption

and salvation for us through his life and death and he | ‘

does not have to give us anything more. This mission )
is complete. Of course it was the will of His Father. It {

was not necessary for Him to obey Him. But he humbled
Himself before his Father and before the whole heaven
and earth only to allow the love and affection of his
Father to flow to the whole of creation through him.
But Jesus suffered like a man, was emotional like a
man, bore insults like a man, wounded and hurt like a

man and died a shameless death on the cross like any |

other punished person of his times.

It was through
earned us Easter. It was through rejection, disrespect,

loneliness that Jesus purchased for us redemptional,
It was through Good Friday that Jesus gifted us Easter.

Easter is not possible without Good Friday

Life cannot be lived without problems.

A game cannot be enjoyed without a tough fight.

A war cannot be waged without courage.

A precious metal is put in the fire in order to make it

shine, in order to make it more precious, in order to .

make it more valuable and beautiful.

pain, passion and crucifixion that Jesus

A most difficult circumstances become the crucibles
d develop the

(melting pots) that forge our character and (
internal powers, the freedom to handle difficult and

different circumstances.
Jesus has redeemed us, has taught us redemption and
made us his co-redeemers. Now it is our bounden
responsibility to continue this redemption and redeem
ourselves.

God wants us to redeem ourselves from the ordinary
problems of life. He does not put us in too many big
problems and challenges but gives us just enough so
that we can bear them and solve them. He has a
reason behind this. He wants us to do His will just
like Jesus submitted to His will humbly. Though small
problems, small crown of thorns, small mountain of
cavalry and little Good Fridays he provides us, the Great
Easter in our life and gives great meaning to our life.

Through the problems he disciplines us, builds our
charecter, organizes us, repairs us, renews us, warns
us about the future, gives a sense of fairness in our
lives and through these clings to us only to provide all
of us a wonderful Easter.
Do you know what it means when you plant a tree?
That means you have absolute faith in tomorrow, that’s
what God has done in our lives by planting a tree of
Easter in our lives. He has made all our tomorrows
hopeful and by all the small little crosses and Good
Fridays he has given us the Right soil and Nutrients
for the plant of Easter to grow and reach its full potential.
By Mrs. Jacintha Diego Rodrigues.
VO \

CHRISTENING CARDS, (
COMMUNION CARDS, 4
WEDDING CARDS,
OBITUARY CARDS
& ALL OTHER TYPES

COMMERCIAL PRINTERS
( 02265255443

8976233355

Shop 6, Shanti Niketan Apt, Next to City Co-Op Bank ATM., ).
Kanderpada Circle, Dahisar (W), Mumbai - 400068.

Email : sales@melwinarts.com
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